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Commander’s Corner
Mark W. Smith
Post 57 Commander

Fellow Legionnaires,

As I write this, it certainly
seems that Fall is here in
full force. Temperatures are
dropping, along with leaves,
and by the time you receive
this, we will have already
completed our Oktoberfest
dinner and raffle. We had
a couple of in-house winners for the top two
prizes, which is always nice to see. Thanks
to those who came out and made the night
very fun. We had approximately 100 folks in
attendance which is a nice increase from the
past couple of years. Mark your calendars, as I
hope everyone can make it to the Veterans Day
Ceremony at the Centre of Elgin on November
10th, at 11:00 a.m. This is an annual
collaboration with the City of Elgin and is
always a great ceremony and recognition to our
Veterans. And on the very next day, November
11th, Post 57 will hold its annual Meat Raffle
from 4-8 p.m., serving up some free turkey
sandwiches around the halfway point of the
event. Also, don’t forget Tom and Jerrys on
Thanksgiving Day from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.

On the final day of the Legion’s 2022
National Convention, then National
Commander Vincent J. Troiola said veteran
suicide prevention would be his No. 1 priority.
“The American Legion is asking you to ‘Be the
One,” he said. “And by you, I include every one
of us, military and civilian alike. We all need
to ‘Be the One’ to begin thinking, talking and
acting to save just one life.” The Veterans
Crisis line can be reached by dialing 988,
and then pressing 1, or text 838255.

Veterans: Talk with fellow veterans about
how you are feeling; Ask for help when you
think you need it; Know there are millions
of people ready to help you; Remember your
family and friends care.

Non-veterans: Ask veterans in your life how
they are doing; Listen when a veteran needs to
talk; Reach out when a veteran is struggling.

If any members of Post 57 did not receive
their raffle tickets to renew their membership,
please contact the Adjutant office at 847-741-
2358, so we can get your 2024 membership
processed and renewed. Veterans Services
Benefit day will adjust to the third Friday
in both November and December due to the
holidays, so please plan accordingly.

Looking out to later in December, please
plan to attend the Post 57 Holiday Dinner
Dance on December 16", See the information
in the post script for all the details. We had a
great time last year, and plan to do even better
this year. We will also be having a New Year’s
Party on December 31st as we do every year,
so plan to come ring in the New Year with great
friends at Post 57.

I hope to see everyone coming out and
supporting the Post and our groups at the
Fish Fry, Spaghetti Night, Queen of Hearts,
Lightning, etc.... We are blessed with some
awesome Veterans within our post who give
many hours of their time to make these events
possible for us all to enjoy.

Please keep up with current information
on our webpage at alelginpost57.com,
or our Facebook page at facebook.com/
ALElginPost57/, which are updated regularly.

Thank you all for your service to your
country and your continued support of Post 57.

Best Regards and Godspeed,

Mark W. Smith
Commander
mjsmith0003@gmail.com / 317-771-4212




FROM THE SAL

Hi all SAL members,

I hope you had a great summer.
With the weather changing and things
winding down maybe you can find
time to come on down for a meeting
so we can get to know you. Also,
if you didn’t buy raffle tickets for
Oktoberfest, please remember that
your dues are due.

By now you should have received
your first email about meeting
minutes. If you have not, please
feel free to reach out to me so I can
add you to our list. My email is
Jim.LooneySAL@Gmail.com. If you
received your minutes email, then you
know we are working on a couple of
exciting things. Your input is always
appreciated. We will also be having
a holiday party/meet and greet in
January. Please keep an eye out on
your emails for the details. Have a
great Holiday Season!!!

Thank you,

Jim Looney
Commander SAL

FROM THE AMERICAN
LEGION RIDERS (ALR)
POST 57

Hi all, with summer coming to an end
and fall upon us I just want to thank
all the volunteers that helped with all
our events this summer. We had our
last cruise night in September, and we
had a great turn out. Again, if you came
out to support this or any of our events,
Thank You. We have a good family here
in the riders so my plan as part of the
off season is to try and get everyone
together for lunch, dinner or some event
that is going on at least once a month.
Have a good holiday season and hope to
see you all soon.

Thank you,
Jim Looney
Director ALR

p
REMINDER: NOVEMBER 5"

Daylight-saving time ends

® Turn your clock back one hour
tonight before going o bed.

® [t's also time to change batteries
in your smoke detectors.

HOME ASSOCIATION

Thank you to the following members
who helped paint the Legion fence and
shed. John Dewell, Larry LaBalm, Larry
Wojtas, Kevin Janicki, Leo Ribordy,
Jack Banbarry, Jimmy Schrader, Roy
Heine.

Thank You,
Leo Ribordy
President




FROM THE AUXILIARY UNIT 57 PRESIDENT:

Well, my first month as Auxiliary President has ended, and | want to thank all the members that have helped me do
my job. This has been a learning experience.

Many members are asking about their new cards. With the Oktoberfest over we are getting the cards out to all
those who bought tickets and those who sent in their money. It was great seeing all those tickets coming in, and some
people even won money.

The Oktoberfest was a great time, with great food and great music. If you were unable to make it, you missed a lot
of fun.

Read the calendar for upcoming events, and if you have any suggestions for something that would interest the
Legion, please let me know. We have some ideas for next year and could always use more.

| hope you all have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy the changing weather.

Fran Jackson
Auxiliary President

FROM THE POST ADJUTANT’S OFFICE

Hello, fellow veterans,

I would like to make eligible veterans aware of something that [ was recently approached
with that is extremely important. Many veterans do not know that there is community
emergency treatment reporting and care coordination available to them. However, they must
complete an enrollment application for health benefits on VA Form 10-10EZ. This must be
filled out to determine individual eligibility for VA medical benefits. Veterans need to be aware
of the following information:

The 10-10EZ is a very detailed form, but it is well worth the time and effort. If assistance
is needed to fill out this form, the applicant can contact the VA at 1-877-222-8387, or the VA
enrollment coordinator. Once it is determined whether a veteran can be enrolled, they are then
entered into the VA health care system, unless the veteran is 100 percent VA disabled. It is
imperative, however, that veterans are aware of these points:

If a veteran does not use the VA health care system for two years, they are automatically
dropped out of the system and are no longer eligible for VA emergency care. This, however,
does not apply to non-emergencies. Visits to a community emergency room must be reported
to the VA emergency care, no matter where one might be, ASAP.

The emergency providers should report your treatment by calling 1-844-724-7842.

The veteran’s emergency visit must be reported within 72 hours of the arrival at the hospital
or there is a chance the cost of the hospital visit could fall back on the veteran. I hope this will
be of use to anyone who is in need of assistance.

Please keep these details in mind. As always, from me to you; Semper Fidelis, always
faithful.

Carol Fowler

Adjutant

REMINDER
This is a friendly reminder to all members that haven’t paid their renewal dues to
either contact the post or send it in the mail. If you have already paid, thank you, and we
are hard at work getting the 2024 member cards out to you.




FORE! ..

American Legion Golf League

As reported in the September/October Post Scripts, the golf league was winding-down its
2023 season. August 24th was the final day of play. Tom Scalamera, Sr. won the “A” Flight
championship. Tom was also the winner of the league’s low gross average, posting a 37.13
average for the year. He was just slightly ahead of Steve Thoren, who ended the season with
a 37.94 average. Winning his third championship in 10 years, Jeff Allison prevailed over
Mark Siwik to win a back-to-back “B” Flight Championship. Kurt Eilrich’s ‘winning-ways’
garnered him an impressive “C” Flight Championship outdistancing Al Schmidt. Members
of the “B” Flight will be contending with Eilrich next year, since he will be moving out of the
“C” Flight and joining them in 2024. The annual end-of-the-year tournament and banquet
occurred on Saturday, August 26th. The best-ball tournament ended in a tie. A birdie
on hole number 17 in a ‘look-back’ on the scorecards, determined the win for the team
of Tom Stahlbusch, Greg Koch, Ed Schoen, and Tim Granholm. ‘Crying-in-Their-Beer’
the unfortunate team of John Zimmer, Jeff Rohlfing, Chris Lewis, and Kenny Walschot
incurred the loss. The 57th season will commence on April 17, 2024. If you are interested
in joining the league, place your name on the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board.
Call the league Secretary Earl Donoho at 847 802-2748 or the league President Larry
Wetzel at 847 562-6478.

American Legion 2023 Division Champions
L to R: Jeff Allison “B” Tom Scalamera “A” & Best Average and Kurt Eilrich “C”

v 1 4

Kids Christmas Party NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

Saturday, December 9, 2023 Come Ring in the New Year

12 - 3:00 PM 12/31/23 from 8:00-??
Please See Sign Up Sheet

Please bring a dish to share!
Must be submitted before 12/1/23




American Legion Post 57 QUEEN OF HEARTS!
QUEEN of HEARTS IS WORTH OVER $11,000.00 (As of 10/23/2023)

Post 57 continues its Queen of Hearts program on Monday nights along with Karaoke. Tickets will be available at the Canteen
during regular business hours and will be sold up to 15 minutes before the drawing. Net Ticket sales will be added to the remaining
JackPot for the next week's drawing. Tickets are 6 for $5.00 (sold in $5.00 lots only) and participants can purchase as many tickets
as they want.

In-House Special Mondays 10am —10pm 18 tickets for $10.00

Tickets need to be purchased (cash only) in person at the Post 57 Canteen and participants must be at least 18 years old to play.
Participants do not have to be present to win. This program is open to the public.

Join us for the raffle at 8pm and Karaoke starting at 7pm.

FROM THE ASSISTANT
POST ADJUTANT

Greetings to all post members. I would like
to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I
have been assigned as the assistant adjutant
since the post continues to grow. I am 43 years
old. I was brought up in Hoffman Estates. I
went into the US Army on June 18th, 1999. I
did my basic training at Fort Sill, Ok and my
MOS training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO. My
job in the military was a general equipment
construction operator. I was stationed in
Germany for 2 years and West Point for 5
years. While [ was stationed at West Point, I did
administrative work as the training NCO. My
enlistment ended on August 26, 2006. I lived
in Brooklyn, New York for a short while until
August of 2015. I am not fully trained for this
position yet, but with time I will learn. I am
here to serve you to the best of my ability. I

Shout Out to everyone who
participated in this year’s
Oktoberfest fundraiser. We were
able to renew over 50% of our
membership and raise money for
our Post, our Auxiliary, our Sons
of the American Legion and our
Canteen. All those that attended

am working diligently to learn all aspects of the
Adjutant’s position. I am here for you.

Jason Shanahan, Assistant Adjutant

Gold Card Meeting

All Post #57 Gold Card Members are
reminded that the annual meeting for the
selection of the next presentation is set for
9:00 am, Saturday, January 6, 2024, at the
Post.

also received a great meal and an
entertaining evening. We also gave
out $6750 in raffle prizes. Special
thanks to all those that came in
numerous times throughout the
month before the event to help sort
out the tickets and help prepare for
this great event. We are looking
forward to our Pride in Our Post
event in the Spring.
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FROM PAST POST MEETING MINUTES

85 Years Ago, in November and December

11.8.1938 Reported 252 members’ dues paid for 1939.
American Legion posters have been placed on display on
five billboards in the city of Elgin. The post will participate
in Armistice Day (Veterans Day) activities at Maroon Field.
Volunteers are needed to speak to students at schools.

11.22.38 Reported 337 members’ dues paid for 1939.
The post will have a turkey raffle at the next meeting.
Announced a committee of two formed for the purchase
of new colors for the post. Election of officers for the
Kane County Veterans Commission announced. Leftover
Armistice Day dinner/dance flowers and cards sent to
hospitalized legion members.

Executive Meeting The group discussed the need
to replace the sink in the canteen, purchase of coal, and
donation for a skating event. Amotion to hold a New Year’s
Eve party was passed.

12.13.38 Sr. Vice-Commander McKinnon announced
350 members’ dues paid for 1939. Jr. Vice-Commander
Rakow announced tickets for the recent Armistice Day
Dinner/Dance now accounted for, leaving a $77.00 deficit.
Comrade Leech announced there would be a Turkey
Raffle in the canteen at the next meeting. Motion made by
Comrade Norlander to hold a “grab-bag” at the next meeting
and to send a letter to all of the members announcing the
event. Comrade Stolt then made a motion to invite “Tomand
Jerry” to the next meeting. (Anyone knows of a good recipe,
see me if you need one) Four new members introduced
to the meeting attendees. Commander announced the
appointment of Comrade Nelson as chairperson of the
Disaster Relief Committee. Considerable discussion on
the formation of a Blood Donor Club. A letter sent to advise
Dr. Hemming that post members will donate blood anytime
transfusions are needed. Comrade Huber motioned to
donate $100.00 to the Elgin Recreation Council to assist
in financing a winter program. Comrade Norlander made a
motion to donate $15.00 to the Elgin Skating Association.
Finance officer reported the post funds balances: General
$304.90 ($6,942.00 today) Canteen $575.93 ($13,113.00
today) A letter of gratitude and thanks sent to the Ladies
Auxiliary for the new curtains. Members approved a $5.00
donation to the Elgin Shoe Fund.

12.27.38 At this last meeting of the year, the Sr. Vice-
Commander presided in the absence of the commander.
A report was given on the Children’s Christmas Party. Jr.
Vice-Commander relayed information on the New Year’s
Eve Party. A motion was made to send a resolution of
support for the Dies Commission of Un-American activities.

(On May 26, 1938, Texas Congressman Martin Dies, Jr.
organized the U.S. House of Representatives Commission
for the investigation of Un-American Activities. At first
formed to investigate fascist activities, the committee
‘quickly became a controversial vehicle to persecute
individuals and groups for their alleged communist ties”.
A precursor to the Red Scare and McCarthyism and
only ended when U.S. Army lawyer Joseph Welch asked
Joseph R. McCarthy, “Have you no decency?”)

In last month’s Post Scripts, a promise to present the
story of a disaster so catastrophic that it transformed how
natural gas leaks are detected. The story takes place in
the town of New London, Texas. Located In oil-boom east
Texas, the wealth from the surrounding oil fields afforded
New London to build a new, modern million dollar school.
However, it was the era of the Depression, and to save
$300 per month ($6,531.00 in 2023 dollars), the Rusk
County superintendent and school district board canceled
the natural gas provider’s contract. They then ordered the
construction of a pipeline from a ‘residue-gas’ supply be
built and installed at the school. Residual gas accompanies
the oil crude when it is extracted, this gas is considered
a waste product by the oil companies and is “flared-off".
“The practice- (of siphoning off gas)-while not explicitly
authorized by local oil companies-was (a) widespread
(practice) in the area”. Free natural gas! Unbeknownst to
the school principal and teachers, the pipeline connection
leaked, and odorless gas was ‘pooling’ in the basement.
There were clues to the problem. For weeks, numerous
students complained of headaches. Nobody expected the
pipeline and the leaking gas to be the culprit. At 3:17 PM,
on March 18, 1937, a shop teacher in the school basement
had just finished repairing a hand sander. He plugged it
in and turned it on. It is not known for sure, but it was
suspected that the motor provided the spark that ignited
the gas. The blast lifted the roof, which fell, along with the
collapsing walls and killed 68-5th graders, 87-6th graders,
34-7th graders, 31-8th graders, 11-9th graders,16-10th
graders, 23-11th graders, 16-Teachers, and 8-additional
people, 294 in all. The event is the worst school disaster in
Texan history. Following the disaster, the Texas legislature
enacted laws requiring the inclusion of an odorant in
natural gas. Today the rotten-egg smelling substance
injected into natural gas, provides an alert that there is a
danger looming with potential disaster.

Earl Donoho
Historian
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Please join us for dinner and music on
December 16th, 2023. Cost is $25 per person
and tickets will be on sale at the bar until
December 11th.

FRIDATS *

HEMENBER B @
DEPLOVER § 1

i

POST 57 RED FRIDAY PROMOTION
Wear Post 57 Red T-Shirt or Sweatshirt

BUY YOUR FIRST DRINK AND GET ONE FREE
(FIRST DRINK ONLY)

Menu: Roast Beef, Fried Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy,
Vegetables, Dinner Roll, and

Dessert

Cocktails: 5:00 p.m.
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p-m.
Live Musie: 6:30-8:30 p-m.

Front Back
T-SHIRT: $20.00 SWEATSHIRT: $25.00

See the Adjutant or Bartender to purchase your Shirt.

7 )
@ G;" Undotes
click here: yEmﬂl’
Want to keep informed of Post 7 news and events???
Please go to our website at: https://alelginpost57.com/post-57-home
Our website is updated regularly, and you can see what is happening with our
post. You can also go to the section that lets you subscribe to our mailing list and
receive email updates.
Also visit us on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/ALElginPost57/
J
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Join Grand Victoria Casino Team Members
in raising funds to support
The American Legion Elgin Post 57
in NOVEMBER

Help out by dropping in your unused
SLOT PLAY VOUCHERS « CHIPS
CASH + CHANGE

100% of funds raised will benefit
The American Legion Elgin Post 57

Located at 820 N Liberty St, Elgin, American Legion Elgin Post 57 provides services and various forms of
assistance to veterans and their families, including: rental and utilities subsidy, auto repair, home repair and
clean-up, gas cards, final salute (honor and color guard) for deceased veterans, raise funds for scholarships
to qualified veterans’ children, and assist veterans with applications for veteran benefits, i.e., health,
disability, burial, survivor benefits, SNAP, etc. For more information, visit alelginpost57.com

PEOPLE R
PLANET

GRAND VICERIA CASINO. PLAY HERO

Please remember our active duty
servicemen and women who are
in harms way all over the world.

eailing 1.800.GAMELER (1.800.428.2637).

,
Anhuat Mear Rafrie

American Legion ELgin Post 57
820 N. Liberty STreeT, EL9in
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DATES TO REMEMBER

NOVEMBER
8 - Spaghetti Dinner 5-7 PM

10 - Veterans Day Ceremony 11 AM
Ballroom in the Center & Stew
Lunch at Post

11 - Meat Raffle 4-8 PM

19 - Auxiliary Basket Raffle/No Bake Sale

23 - Tom & Jerry’s 10-Noon Post closes at 3
24 - No lunch & No fish fry

DECEMBER

7 - Pearl Harbor Stew Luncheon at
Post 57 11:30-1PM

9 - Kids Christmas Party 12-3
13 - Spaghetti Dinner 5-7 PM

16 - Post 57 Dinner Dance

19 - Auxiliary Christmas Dinner
Meeting 6PM

24 - Christmas Eve - Post Closes at 3:00
25 - Christmas Day - Post Closed
31 - New Year’s Eve Party 8 PM-??

JANUARY 2023

1 - New Year’s Day - Tom & Jerry’s
10-Noon
- Post Closes at 3:00 PM

6 - Gold Card Meeting
10 - Spaghetti Dinner 5-7 PM

20 - Allegiance Color Guard Spaghetti
Dinner

Kids Christmas Party Sign-Up Sheet

o :
- December 9, 2023 *,
\ <o
2 12 - 3:00 PM o
h (For Children of Post 57 Family Members) =" =
K- Children 10 Years Old and Younger >

Name of Post Member:

Child's Name

Age Gender

Cut Off Date For Sign-Up is December 1st, 2023

Deposit Sign-Up Sheets at the Bar ONLY where a box will be placed.
Do NOT turn into the Adjutants Office.



POST OFFICERS 2023-2024

WNERICA,,

AUXILIARY UNIT # 57 OFFICERS
President FRAN JACKSON
Vice President OPEN
Secretary SUZANNE KING
Treasurer LINDA FAGAN
Chaplain NANCY FARQUHAR
Historian OPEN
Sgt-at-Arms NANCY CAREY
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Deadline is the Saturday following the Post meeting. All letters must be
signed to appear in the PostScripts. Thank You!

NEW EDITOR INFO

Anne Essick, Editor

E-Mail: Anneessick@gmail.com

Phone: 847-208-4978

POST # 57 OFFICERS

Commander (Cdr) MARK SMITH
Sr. Vice Cdr JILL SMITH
Jr. Vice Cdr JIM MOSBY
Adjutant CAROL FOWLER
Assistant Adjutant JASON SHANAHAN
Finance Officer CRAIG ESSICK
Historian EARL DONOHO
Sgt-at-Arm: EM RAMANGKOUN
Chaplain RICHARD HAMILTON
Service Officer ... BOB GETZ (rgetz173@yahoo.com)

Executive Board Members.................. ROBERT BALSAMO - BILL COLLINS

- DANIEL KASZUBA - TOM LEITNER - JERRY ROTUNDO -
DANIEL SYMONDS - EUGENE WILKENING - GORDON STEINWAY

POST HOURS
POST OPEN TO MEMBERS FROM
10:00 AM TO 9:00 PM. MONDAY - THURSDAY
10:00 AM. TO 10:00 PM. FRIDAY - SATURDAY
10:00 AM. TO 7:00 PM. ON SUNDAY

CANTEEN MANAGER:
OFFICE PHONE: (847) 741-1669
CANTEEN PHONE: (847) 741-1684
KITCHEN PHONE: (847) 741-8143

ADJUTANT OFFICE: CAROL FOWLER
alelginpost57@yahoo.com
(847) 741-2358  FAX (847) 741-5273

www.alelginpost57.com

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION (SAL) #57

Squadron Commander (CAr) ..o JIM LOONEY
Sr. Vice CDR SCOTT DUFFER
Adjutant TERRY CUMMINGS
Finance OffiCer. ..., JERRY CHRISTOPHERSON
Historian JERRY TURNQUIST
Sgt-at-Arms OPEN
Squadron Advisor GORDON STEINWAY

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS (ALR)

Director JIM LOONEY
Asst. Director MIKE GOUGH
Treasurer JIM MANN
Secretary SHARON CHRISTENSON
Sgt-at-Arms TOM JACKSON
HOME ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President LEO RIBORDY
Vice President OPEN
Finance LARRY WOJTAS
Secretary SUE DOHE

PostScripts is published bi-monthly by Elgin Post #57 American Legion,
820 N. Liberty Street, Elgin, lllinois 60120
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