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Commander’s Corner
Mark W. Smith

Post 57 Commander

Fellow Legionnaires, 
As I write this, I am very 

hopeful that Woodstock Willie, 
who saw his shadow on February 
2nd, was absolutely wrong about 
6 more weeks of winter.  I hope 
that we all experience an early 
Spring in March.  At this point, I 
am predicting an Eagles win for 
the Super Bowl, and I will report 
now that all had a great time at the Super Bowl Party 
and Chili Cook-off.  Our $400 cash giveaway is sure 
to be a hit, and our winners of the chili cook off will 
also be compensated for their winning entries.  I 
hope everyone is getting their POP raffle tickets in, 
and I also hope there are a handful of lucky winners 
who took home some raffle money from the upcoming 
POP dinner and raffle. Mark your calendars, as I 
hope everyone can make it to the Dinner and Raffle 
on March 18th. This annual celebration of our Post, 
The American Legion Birthday, and St. Patrick’s Day 
is always so much fun for all. 

As Legionnaires prepare for the Washington 
Conference Feb. 26 – March 1, the nation’s largest 
organization of veterans has assembled its legislative 
priorities for 2023.

Among them:
- 	 Destigmatizing mental health services, and 

improving access to those services, to advance 
the Legion’s “Be the One” initiative to reduce 
and prevent veteran suicide

-  	 Ensuring that VA is effectively resourced to 
deliver “the best care anywhere” for veterans 
in a hybrid system that includes tele-health 
and community services, as well as traditional 
treatment

-  	 Leveling the playing field for National Guard 
and Reserve veterans whose GI Bill eligibility 
is now restricted

-  	 Easing the transition for Afghan allies of the 

U.S. Armed Forces who have come to the 
United States, and helping those who were 
left behind

- 	 Protecting U.S. Coast Guard personnel 
from losing pay in the event of government 
shutdowns

- 	 Changing U.S. Flag Code to permit common 
patriotic practices at major events and 
amending the Constitution to return to the 
states the ability to protect the flag from 
deliberate desecration

American Legion National Commander Vincent J. 
“Jim” Troiola will present the Legion’s priorities in a 
joint session of the House and Senate Committees on 
Veterans’ Affairs on March 1. That testimony will be 
streamed live on the committees’ websites.

Post 57 is currently looking for high school juniors 
who would like to attend the American Legion 
Boys State or Auxiliary Girls State program this 
summer, and in doing so, they may be eligible for the 
Samsung American Legion Scholarship.

The Samsung American Legion Scholarship is 
available for high school juniors who participate in 
the current session of American Legion Boys State or 
Auxiliary Girls State and are a direct descendant (or 
legally adopted child) of a U.S. military veteran who 
served honorably on active duty during a period of 
war (April 6, 1917-Nov. 11, 1918; or Dec. 7, 1941, 
until a date as determined by Congress).

I hope to see everyone coming out and supporting 
the Post and our groups at the Fish Fry, Spaghetti 
Night, Queen of Hearts, Burger Night, Lightning, 
etc… We are blessed with some awesome Veterans 
within our post who give many hours of their time to 
make these events possible for us all to enjoy.

As always, please keep up with current 
information on our webpage at alelginpost57.com, or 
our Facebook page at facebook.com/ALElginPost57/, 
which are updated regularly.  

Thank you all for your service to your country and 
your continued support of Post 57.

Best Regards and Godspeed,
Mark W. Smith
Commander
mjsmith0003@gmail.com / 317-771-421
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FROM THE POST ADJUTANT
CAROL FOWLER

Hello Post 57 members,
 Here we are in the third month of 
2023. Spring is coming along with 
warmer days ahead. But, despite the 
colder weather, the Post had some 
terrific things taking place. The Home 
Association has been keeping up 
with the needs of the building and 
the grounds around it. Commander 
Smith has been making great strides 
in adding new things to the Post; 
the latest being the large screen TVs 
that were installed in the bar area. 
We have a birthday POP raffle and 
dinner coming up on March 18. We 
still continue our Sunday Bingo and 
Monday Queen of Hearts and Karaoke. 
Thursday night is Hamburger Night, 
which we also have Lightning at the 
same time. On Fridays, we have lunch 
and later on we are open for Fish Fry. 
Our gaming program has added some 
new features, as well. With all of the 
added improvements, patronage and 
new memberships are growing. As your 
adjutant, I will continue to gladly serve 
the Post 57 family. Stop by the office 
and introduce yourself, if you like. 
I’d be glad to meet you, if you don’t 
already know me. I am dedicated to 
serving all of you, and as a marine, I 
will be Always Faithful.

We would like to welcome the newest 
members of American Legion Post #57:

George A. Brociek

Calvin Louangrath

The Officers and Members of Post #57 
welcome you and wish you well in your coming 
experience in the American Legion.

POST #57 WELCOMES 
NEW MEMBERS

 LEGION RIDERS 
Hi All
As the winter months are winding 
down, the American Legion Riders 
(ALR) are starting to plan for upcoming 
events. Mark your calendars for the 
Legion Cruise Nights on Wednesdays, 
5/10, 6/14, 7/12, 8/9, and 9/13 
sponsored by ALR. We will be involved 
with Memorial Day events, Poppy 
Days, Salute To Our Heroes, Escorts, 
and many rides.
At our January meeting we had 
nominations of officers for 2023:
Director - Jim Looney
Asst Director - Mike Gough
Treasurer - Jim Mann
Secretary - Sharon Christensen
Sgt At Arms - Tom Jackson
Chaplain - Mark. Smith
Road Captain - Bud Schorr
The election will be held at our 
February meeting.
This will be my last writing as Director 
of ALR. It has been an honor and 
pleasure to serve in that post for the 
past year.
We are always looking for new riders 
and supporters. If you are a Post, 
Auxiliary, or SAL
Member and enjoy riding motorcycles, 
come check us out at our monthly 
meeting on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 PM at the post.
SAFE RIDES TO ALL
Tom Leitner - ALR Director

REMINDER:  MARCH 12TH

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME STARTS



Hello everyone,

January had no scheduled Auxiliary meeting and our 
February meeting isn’t until the 21st. Therefore, there is not 
too much to report on at this time.

I will say, our Sunday Bingo/Raffle is doing well. Thanks to 
our Bingo players, the participation has been in the high 60’s 
and 70’s. As always, many thanks to our Sunday Bingo/Raffle 
Auxiliary volunteers.

Seeking new members to join our Auxiliary. If you know of 
someone who may be interested, we’d love to talk with them.

Many thanks to our members who continue to work behind 
the scenes in support of the Auxiliary and Post.

In the postscripts it mentions the date, time and delicious 
menu for the American Legion Birthday Party and Pop Raffle 
on Saturday March 18th.  A letter with raffle tickets has been 
sent out to all members. Hope to see you there.

Thank you,
Sandy King
Auxiliary President

FROM THE AUXILIARY UNIT 57 PRESIDENT:

SAL SPONSORED 

KENTUCKY DERBY 
PARTY 
May 5th

We'll be spinning our wheel wagering 
on the ponies. There will be food 
and drink specials so keep the first 
Saturday in May open. Come join the 
fun. Time and other details will follow 
as we get closer to the date. 
Golfers, you know who you are. There 
are a few of you that still need to pay 
your dues. You must be current to 
play. 
Terry Cummings
SAL Adjutant

Each year Post 57 has been honored to 
make the plaques for a member of the 
Elgin Police Department and a member 
of the Elgin Fire Department who will be 
presented the Police Officer and Firefighter 
of the Year awards. 
Additionally, a Post 57 member will be 
receiving a "Gold Card" in recognition of the 
contributions he or she made to the Post. 
And members of the Post and Auxiliary 
will be presented membership pins at 
five-year increments for their continued 
membership. 
All Post 57, Unit 57 and SAL Squadron 
57 members are encouraged to attend 
and show that we are dedicated to our 
Community and to congratulate those 
receiving awards. Cake and coffee will be 
served following the program. This is a 
wonderful night of community involvement 
and Post 57 Family pride. 

AWARDS NIGHT
Tuesday, April 25th

7:00 P.M.

Our website is updated regularly, and you can 
see what is happening with our post.  You can 
also go to the section that lets you subscribe to 
our mailing list and receive email updates.  

Also visit us on our Facebook page:   
https://www.facebook.com/ALElginPost57/

Want to keep  
informed of Post 57  
news and events???  

Please go to our website at:  
https://alelginpost57.com/post-57-home  

639-3215, home 847-742-9324. Email sleeman@wowway.com ASAP and we will set a date for 
a meeting of information on Boy's State. 

 

 



""## Plus Club Members     

Hello Members, 

First, a big THANK YOU! 

We have successfully worked through our differences and will resume our monthly 💯💯"# Plus / 
Beer Sausage Sunday. It will continue to be held on the last Sunday of each month and will 
follow the school schedule that starts in September. 

 Please make sure to stop in and pay now for this year and receive your number.  Make 
checks out to the American Legion Canteen.  We will have a receipt already filled out with 
your name and number at the bar. 

Anyone interested in becoming a member of the 100 Plus, must be a member of one of the 
following: 

• Women's Auxiliary 

• Canteen Member 

• Son of the American Legion (SAL) 

• Or a Member of the American Legion 

 If you are present when numbers are drawn, you win $100.  If you’re not present, you win $50.  
Your sign up this year entitles you to all drawings each month, a great end of the year dinner 
which includes a couple of drinks and cash prizes with all leftover monies.  All monies are given 
back to you, the members.  

Again, thank you for your participation and support. If you have any questions. feel free to 
contact us. 

We look forward to a successful and fun 💯💯"# Plus year! 

Terry Cummings & Clarence Heine 

 

 

 

 

 

You still have time to re-up or join. $35 a 
year gets you a chance at the monthly pot 
and the banquet. Come for Beer Sausage 
and stay for the 11:30 drawing. Drawing 
is the last Sunday of the month. 

Terry Cummings

639-3215, home 847-742-9324. Email sleeman@wowway.com ASAP and we will set a date for 
a meeting of information on Boy's State. 
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American Legion Post 57 QUEEN OF HEARTS!

QUEEN of HEARTS WORTH OVER $4,900.00 (As of 02/13/2023)
Post 57 continues its Queen of Hearts program on Monday nights along with Karaoke.  Tickets 
will be available at the Canteen during regular business hours and will be sold up to 15 minutes 
before the drawing. Net Ticket sales will be added to the remaining JackPot for the next week's 
drawing. Tickets are 6 for $5.00 (sold in $5.00 lots only) and participants can purchase as many 
tickets as they want. 

In-House Special Mondays 10am —7:45pm 18 tickets for $10.00
Tickets need to be purchased (cash only) in person at the Post 57 Canteen and participants 
must be at least 18 years old to play. Participants do not have to be present to win. This program 
is open to the public.

Join us for the raffle at 8pm and Karaoke starting at 7pm.

To tee-off their season, league members will meet in the canteen game room at 5:00 
PM on Thursday, April 6th. The meeting gives an opportunity for members to renew 
old friendships, discuss the upcoming golf season, and the rules and regulations of 
the league. There, members will receive their individual match schedules. The golf 
league plays their matches at Bonnie Dundee Golf Course in Carpentersville. The 
season begins on April 13th and continues on Thursdays over the next 20 weeks. 
The final day of play will be a “position-round” on August 24th. On Saturday, August 
26th the annual tournament is scheduled. Following the tournament, the members 
will meet at the legion home for their end-of-the-year annual awards banquet. The 
league plays at Bonnie Dundee Golf Course. The league is handicapped, allowing 
players of all ability levels to be competitive. The league has 30 players, divided 
into three flights. American Legion ‘family’ members are eligible to join the league. 
Individuals may join by placing their name on the sign-up sheet on the post bulletin 
board or contact the league secretary Earl Donoho at 847-802-2748.

FORE!    
American Legion Golf League 

2023 Marks the League’s 56th Year!

“Golf is a game where you yell ‘fore!’, shoot 6 and write down 5” -Paul Harvey
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AMERICAN LEGION BIRTHDAY 
PARTY AND POP RAFFLE

Date:  	 Saturday, March 18, 2023

Time:   	5:30 pm – Adjustment 
	 6:00 pm – Dinner
	 6:45-7pm – Legion Birthday
  	 7:00 pm – Raffle

Cost:  	 $14.00 Per Person

Menu: 	 Corned Beef & Cabbage
	 Fried Chicken
	 Carrots
	 Red Potatoes
	 Rutabaga
           	Parsnips
	 Tossed Salad
	 Rolls and Butter
	 Dessert & Birthday Cake

You will not go away hungry, but 
you will enjoy an excellent meal, 

excellent company and lots of fun, 
prizes and jokes and songs.

See the Bartender for tickets.
Limited - 125 Tickets - Limited

Members Who Have
Passed on to Post Everlasting

Richard S. Forrest

Roger Hartman

Arthur F. Miller

Steven L. Wells

“May they rest in peace…”

Please remember our active-duty 
servicemen and women who are  
in harms way all over the world.

Canteen News
Be sure to check out the new menu 

for Thursday Burger Night! 
Lots of delicious options will be 
available starting March 2nd. 

Hope to see you there!
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80 Years Ago 1943: Mr. Vern Landis was the post 
Commander. Sr. Vice-Commander Rohling reported 564 
paid-in-full members at the March 9th meeting. By the 
end of Vern’s term, the membership would expand to 651 
members, an increase of 24 members, a 3.8% increase 
over 1942. A Pinochle Tournament report was submitted 
to the members. Plans were being made for the annual 
post birthday party. A report was made on the sale of 
the post bus.  The bus was purchased in the 1930’s to 
convey members to and from state conventions, bowling 
tournaments, and other legion events. Did the bus run-
its-course and begin to cost too much to operate? Do you 
know the definition of “seining”?  The writer here asks 
because a report given at the meeting reported there 
was a plan of “seining” the Fox River and other area 
waters. ‘What!’ you ask? “Seining”? Consulting Webster’s 
Dictionary, Seine: a noun; a net that hangs vertically in 
the water, having floats at the upper edge and sinkers 
at the lower. Hence, Seining is a verb, meaning to fish 
for or catch with a Seine (net); to use a seine in (water). 
No other discussion on the subject is mentioned in the 
minutes, other than the report of the desire to ‘seine’ the 
Fox River. A motion from the floor to oppose the action 
was passed. A search of newspaper records at the Gail 
Borden Library for further information will have to be 
conducted. Two weeks later the second monthly meeting 
was held on March 23rd with 51 members attending the 
meeting out of a total membership of 586. The telephone 
bill came to a grand total of $8.46 (in 2023 dollars that 
would be $148.55). The post had donated $632.00 to 
the Red Cross and in the past year had donated a grand 
total of $ 1,641.00. Interestingly enough the community 
was experiencing troubles with their youth. At the April 
13th meeting, Judge Olney Allen was introduced to the 
members. The Judge gave a report on Child Delinquency 
and how their cases are handled in his court. A motion 
was entertained from the floor to offer the post facilities for 
high school activities on Friday and Saturday evenings. A 
probation officer in attendance had mentioned that such 
facilities were in-need. At the following meeting on April 
20th there was mention of a committee that was formed 
to look into the acquisition of a suitable recreational 
facility for teenagers. In reading the meeting minutes 
from past years there are usually numerous reports of 
member illnesses, operations, hospitalizations, and those 
that were on the mend in a state-of-recovery. Nowadays, 
when you enter the post, check the bulletin board in the 
hallway for those sorts of reports. Acquiring ‘Poppy Day’ 

volunteers has always been problematic. The end of April 
1943 was not any different, as Comrade Ventress called 
for help to sell Poppies. The Boys State chairman was 
given permission to use his discretion in selecting the 
boys to be sent to Boys State. 80 Years ago, our country 
was in a state of war and here are some events from 
those days.

•	 In March 1943 the liquidation was completed of 
10,000 Jews from Krakow Ghetto

•	 First war ration point tokens issued by the U.S. 
Government

•	 The U.S. and Australian forces sink 12 Japanese 
Navy ships, 8 transports & 4 destroyers, and shoot 
down 20 fighter aircraft, during the battle of the 
Bismarck Sea, in the nation of Papua New Guinea. 
The Allies lost 2 bombers, 4 fighter aircraft. The 
allies had devised a new bombing technique, called 
“skip bombing.” A bomb is dropped at low level, 
and it skips across the water, ensuring a hit. It was 
much like skipping a stone across water. This tactic 
proved very effective in the Bismarck Sea battle.

•	 The War Dept. announced the existence of the first 
rocket-launcher weapon, the bazooka.

•	 In April the U.S. discovered and shot down Japan’s 
Admiral Yamaoto aircraft, killing him.

•	 The Jefferson Memorial is dedicated on Jefferson’s 
200th birthday.

•	 On April 12, Martin Bormann was designated as 
Hitler’s second-in-command.

•	 The Glenn Miller Orchestra provided the most 
popular music of the time.

Current Event: In a January 2023 VFW Magazine article, 
written by Jane Dyhouse an announcement that a project 
to put a face with every name on the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall, started in August of 2001, and further enhanced by a 
more organized effort in 2009, the Vietnam Memorial Fund 
(VVMF) had been completed. Written remembrances 
submitted by family and friends have been added, too. 
There is a place for you to add your written remembrance. 
Visit www.vvmf.org/wall-of-faces”

Earl Donoho
Post Historian

FROM PAST POST MEETING MINUTES



DATES TO REMEMBER

	
  

MARCH
8	    - Spaghetti Night 5-7 pm

13  	- Daylight Savings Time
        (Spring Ahead 1 hour)

18  	-  AL Birthday & POP Raffle	
	         5:30-9 pm

APRIL
12  - 	 Spaghetti Night 5-7
25  	-   Post & Auxiliary Awards Night  
          7:00 PM

MAY
10	       -   Cruise Night 5-7 pm

11-13  -   Poppy Days

29      -    Memorial Day Mount Hope 8:45am 

Lake Street Cemetery 9:00am

Veterans Memorial Park 9:45am

Bluff City Cemetery 11:00am

Luncheon at Post 57 12:30pm

31       -   Post Everlasting Ceremony  
               7:00 pm

BINGO    BINGO
Come play Bingo

WORD SEARCH 
	Y 	H 	T 	S 	B 	S 	R 	C 	N 	E 	E 	R 	G 	S 	G 
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	L 	E 	P 	R 	E 	C 	H 	A 	U 	N 	O 	E 	R 	 I 	 S 
	J 	B 	J 	W 	F 	S 	B 	F 	D 	R 	F 	C 	U	 N 	B 
	Y 	N 	S 	L 	K 	V 	Q 	F 	A 	L 	 J 	Q 	K 	E 	M 
	S 	C 	M 	C 	 I 	 U 	K 	 I 	 Y 	V 	Q 	D 	J 	C 	A 
	P 	D 	 I 	 Y 	Z 	N 	N 	Y 	X 	H 	B 	D 	O 	Z 	L 
	M 	H 	O 	P 	D 	B 	S 	R 	E 	W 	O 	L 	F 	D	 H 
	C 	Q 	S 	A 	O 	J 	O 	L 	F 	S 	N 	U 	F 	T 	U 
	Z 	T 	B 	W 	L 	P 	O 	C 	D 	H 	N 	H 	N 	H 	Z 
	F 	B 	W 	S 	Z 	J 	 J 	A 	Q 	V 	E 	Y 	Q 	X 	V 
	T 	F 	S 	T 	U 	L 	 I 	 P 	S 	F 	T 	N 	J 	X 	Y 

BONNET
BUNNY
CHICKS
CLOVER
EASTER

EGGS
FLOWERS
GREEN
LAMB
LEPRECHAUN

RAINBOW
SHAMROCK
SPRING
SUNSHINE
TULIPS

Sundays:  1:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
for Ladies Auxiliary

Come on in and support your 
Auxiliary.

If interested in helping during 
Bingo, contact Jeri Hall 

through the Post Adjutant’s 
Office, 847-741-2358.

Just a reminder, there will be 
no Sunday afternoon bingo on 
Easter Sunday, Mother’s Day, 

or Father’s Day.
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POST OFFICERS 2022-2023

POST HOURS
POST OPEN TO MEMBERS FROM  

10:00 A.M TO 9:00 P.M. MONDAY - THURSDAY
10:00 A.M. TO 10:00 P.M. FRIDAY - SATURDAY

10:00 A.M.  TO 7:00 P.M. ON SUNDAY

CANTEEN MANAGER: 
OFFICE PHONE: (847) 741-1669

CANTEEN PHONE: (847) 741-1684
KITCHEN PHONE: (847) 741-8143

ADJUTANT OFFICE: CAROL FOWLER
alelginpost57@yahoo.com

 (847) 741-2358   •  FAX (847) 741-5273

www.alelginpost57.com

POST # 57 OFFICERS
Commander (Cdr)...................................................................... MARK SMITH
Sr. Vice Cdr........................................................................................ VACANT
Jr. Vice Cdr................................................................................... JIM MOSBY
Adjutant................................................................................ CAROL FOWLER
Finance Officer........................................................................ CRAIG ESSICK
Historian..................................................................................EARL DONOHO
Sgt-at-Arms.......................................................................EM RAMANGKOUN
Chaplain.........................................................................RICHARD HAMILTON
Service Officer....................................................................................... OPEN

Executive Board Members............……ROBERT BALSAMO - BILL COLLINS 
-  DANIEL KASZUBA – TOM LEITNER - JERRY ROTUNDO -  

DANIEL SYMONDS – EUGENE WILKENING - GORDON STEINWAY

AUXILIARY UNIT # 57 OFFICERS
President............................................................................ SANDRA KING
Vice President.................................................................PAT KARWATSKI
Secretary................................................................... TRICIA DIERINGER
Treasurer..................................................................................JERI HALL
Chaplain.............................................................................. KIM CORZINE
Historian........................................................................................... OPEN
Sgt-at-Arms.......................................................................NANCY CAREY

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION (SAL) #57
Squadron Commander (Cdr)............................................... JAMIE PEASE
Vice CDR.............................................................................. JIM LOONEY
Adjutant......................................................................TERRY CUMMINGS
Finance Officer..............................................JERRY CHRISTOPHERSON
Historian.................................................................... JERRY TURNQUIST
Sgt-at-Arms..................................................................... SCOTT DUFFER
Squadron Advisor............................................................. EARL DONOHO

HOME ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President............................................................................ LEO RIBORDY 
Vice President.................................................................................. OPEN
Finance........................................................................... LARRY WOJTAS

PostScripts is published bi-monthly by Elgin Post #57 American Legion,  
820 N. Liberty Street, Elgin, Illinois 60120

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Deadline is the Saturday following the Post meeting. All letters must be 
signed to appear in the PostScripts. Thank You!
NEW EDITOR INFO
Anne Essick, Editor
E-Mail:  Anneessick@gmail.com
Phone:  847-208-4978

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS (ALR)
Director................................................................................. JIM LOONEY
Asst. Director...................................................................... MIKE GOUGH
Treasurer.................................................................................. JIM MANN
Secretary.......................................................... SHARON CHRISTENSEN
Sgt-at-Arms.......................................................................TOM JACKSON


