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Commander’s Corner
Mark W. Smith
Post 57 Commander

Fellow Legionnaires,

Summer is finally here and ¥ X L
we all seem to be enjoying '
outside activities as much as
possible. I hope this edition
of the post-scripts finds all of
you in good health. We had
a very successful May and
June, with Poppy Days, Post
Everlasting, Cruise Nights,
Flag Day, US Army 248th Birthday, Election of
Officers, and our Father’s Day lunch.

Here are a few good to know items about
the American Flag from the American Legion
Flag Page www.legion.org/flag as we celebrate
Independence Day.

Q: When was Flag Day established?

A: In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued
a proclamation that officially established June

14 as Flag Day to commemorate the adoption of
the U.S. flag on June 14, 1777.

Q: Are you required to destroy the flag if it
touches the ground?

A: The Flag Code states that the flag should
not touch anything beneath it, including the
ground. This is stated to indicate that care
should be exercised in the handling of the
flag, to protect it from becoming soiled or
damaged. You are not required to destroy the
flag when this happens. As long as the flag
remains suitable for display, you may continue
to display the flag as a symbol of our great
country.

Q: Can the flag be washed or dry-cleaned?

A: There are no provisions of the Flag Code
that prohibit the washing or dry-cleaning of the

flag. The decision would depend upon the type
of material of the flag.

Q: Who can authorize the flag to be flown
at half-staff?

A: Only the president of the United States or
the governor of the state may order the flag to
be half-staffed, in accordance with Flag Code
section 7(m).

The month of July brings Independence
Day for us on the 4th, as well as the annual
Elgin 4th of July Parade which the Post will
be participating in with our Honor Guard,
American Legion Riders, and a few other
members with military vehicles. Unfortunately,
the South Elgin Parade was canceled again
this year. On July 29th we will be having our
Post Picnic in the parking lot again this year,
so I look forward to seeing many of you there.
Please look for volunteer sheets near the front
doors as we will be needing help to make this
fun event happen. I am hearing there are
already lots of great raffle prizes collected, so
make sure to come out for some great food and
fun, and a chance to take home a nice prize.

I was honored to be elected for another term
as Commander for 2023-2024. [ am humbled
and proud to represent you all in the best
way I can each and every day. I would like to
congratulate the following Legionnaires on their
election as Post 57 Officers for the 2023-2024
year.

e Jill Smith — Senior Vice Commander
* Jim Mosby — Junior Vice Commander
* Craig Essick — Finance Officer

* Rich Hamilton — Chaplain

* Em Ramangkoun - Sgt at Arms

* Bob Getz - Service Officer

** The Adjutant position is currently held
by Carol “Gunny” Fowler and is an appointed
position by the Commander. It is my intent
to appoint Carol “Gunny” Fowler as Adjutant
for another year. Gunny has done a great job
serving as our Adjutant and was a key person

continued on page 2




...Commander’s Corner continued from page 1

responsible for Post 57 achieving 102% of our
membership goal during this past year.

[ am not sure if it has happened in the past,
but on August 4th at 7 pm, we will do a Legion
Family Installation of Officers at Post 57 where
we will Install new officers from the Post,
Auxiliary, and the Sons of the America Legion.
After the installation, we will have food and
entertainment to celebrate the event. I hope
to see many members and guests from all of
the Legion Family groups attend and help us
celebrate on this great occasion.

Veterans will get a cost-of-living boost
on their benefit payments next year equal
to the annual Social Security cost-of-living
adjustment now that President Joe Biden
signed a bipartisan bill into law requiring the
raise.

The Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2023 directs the Department
of Veterans Affairs to boost compensation for
service-disabled veterans and the families of
fallen service members by providing a cost-of-
living adjustment equal to the Social Security
increase. President Biden signed the bill at the
White House after it was passed unanimously
in the House on May 23 and the Senate on
March 30.

The law comes after veterans and Social
Security recipients saw the largest COLA boost
in decades last year, when the Social Security
Administration and VA approved an 8.7% raise
for this year due to high inflation rates last
year.

It was not immediately clear how large a
raise veterans would get from the bill. The
Social Security Administration is expected to
announce its annual cost-of-living adjustment
sometime early in the next fiscal year, which
begins Oct. 1. The raise is based on the
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners
and Clerical Workers, according to the Social
Security Administration. It would go into effect
Dec. 1, 2023, according to the law.

I hope to see everyone coming out and
supporting the Post and our groups at the Fish
Fry, Cruise Nights, Queen of Hearts, Burger
Night, Lightning, Bingo, etc. We are blessed
with some awesome Veterans, Auxiliary, Sons
and Legion Riders within our post who give
many hours of their time to make these events
possible for us all to enjoy.

Be looking for your Octoberfest Tickets to
come a bit earlier this year. We want to get a
jump on membership as soon as we can, so we
may be sending these out in the next month or
so. As usual, you will get two books of tickets,
and the first book sold will cover your Post
dues. We are also looking at promoting S-year
memberships this year, and the deal with that
would be pay for 4 years and get your fifth year
free. Let Gunny know if you are interested.

As always, please keep up with current
information on our webpage at alelginpost57.
com, or our Facebook page at facebook.com/
ALElginPost57/, which are updated regularly.

Thank you all for your service to your
country and your continued support of Post
57.

Best Regards and Godspeed,

Mark W. Smith

Commander

mjsmithO003@gmail.com / 317-771-4212

FROM THE JUNIOR VICE

[ want to thank the post and its
members for awarding me and my
co-recipient Craig Essick the gold
membership card.

Some exciting events coming up:

e July 4th is the Elgin parade. If
you want to participate, check
with Commander Smith.

e July 29th is the post picnic. We
need donations and volunteers.
Look for the sign-up sheet by the
office door.

* August 6th is the Kane County
Cougars baseball game. Tickets
are $11.00. The signup sheet is
by the office door. The game time
is 1 pm.

* The State convention is July 13th
- 15th. My wife Lynda and I will
be attending.

Hope to see you there!
Jim Mosby
Jr Vice




AUXILIARY UNIT §7

Auxiliary Members,

As | fondly remember back in 2019 when | became your Auxiliary President of Post 57, | soon realized that | would be
working with an amazing group of people.

| am excited to welcome our new President Fran Jackson, who will be installed in September for the upcoming 2023-2024
session. Fran has been a member of the Auxiliary for many years and is currently our Americanism Chairman. | wish her the
best as | hand over the gavel.

At this time, | would like to thank Wilma Peterson for coordinating our Poppy event and all the people who were so
instrumental in obtaining donations on May 11th to the 13th, and to many others for helping. It was a group effort by the Post,
Auxiliary, Riders and AMVETS.

Our Junior Auxiliary members were also involved. Emily and Vivienne Symonds, seen here, are asking for donations from
Sgt. Gutierrez and Teddy Bear Irv, who is in charge of the collection container.

Thank you goes to Tricia Dieringer for her many years as our Secretary and for taking over our Membership to ensure we
reached 100%, which we certainly did. Both positions entailed a great amount of time and commitment.

| would also like to thank our Auxiliary members who installed flags on Veterans graves in Section 19 at Bluff City Cemetery
and to the Elgin Patriotic Memorial Association for coordinating
the Memorial event and for all members of the Post who helped to
install the Avenue of Flags.

| would also like to thank Anne Essick for coordinating all the
articles that go in our Postscripts and for reminding us of the
deadline to turn them in and giving help when needed.

It has been a pleasure to hear our Chaplain, Kim Corzine, say a
prayer before and at the end of our meeting.

Special thanks go to our hard-working Bingo Committee
members who donate their time every Sunday to bring Bingo to our
community. Thank you to our Co-Chairmen Sue Dohe & Jeri Hall
who coordinates and runs the Sunday Bingo, also Pat Karwatzki for
calling bingo numbers. You're a great group.

continued on page 4



Auxiliary Unit 57 continued from page 3

Our Post Picnic will be held on July 29th, and we hope to see you there as it is always a fun time. And don'’t forget about
our Octoberfest, October No Bake Bake Sale, and November No Bake Bake Raffle of Baskets. At Christmas time the Auxiliary
will be collecting gloves, socks, scarves, and other miscellaneous items, going to the Crisis Center and PADS, and other
organizations if needed.

Finishing up our 2022-2023 year of events will be our collection of school supplies during the month of July and August to be
donated to area schools.

Thank you to our current Vice President Pat Karwatzki, Secretary Tricia Dieringer, Treasurer Jeri Hall, Chaplain Kim Corzine,
and Sgt of Arms Nancy Carey and our many Committee chairmen for their service.

Many thanks go to Linda Fagan, Auxiliary lllini Girls State Chairman, who has been actively recruiting new high school
Junior candidates. Linda also ensures that the candidates representing their school and desiring to attend the IGS must attend
orientation first.

Finally, I want to thank all of you for your support and help during these past 4 years.

Sandy King

Unit 57 Auxiliary President

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Hi All,

Hope you’re enjoying the nice weather. Speaking of nice weather, our two Cruise Nights have
been a big hit. The weather was beautiful, and we had over a combined ninety cars! The food
was a smash as well, we sold out of everything the first Cruise night! For those of you that
made it such a success, we thank you. For those of you that missed it, come on out. We have
hot dogs, brats, cheese nachos, chips, and soda to purchase. If you prefer adult beverages,
those can be purchased inside. There will be some awesome cars and bikes to look at. Also
don’t forget in August we will be having our Back the Blue/ Support Local Vets motorcycle
run. If you ride, come on out to join the run. If you don’t ride, come enjoy some good food
and live music. Yes, we have a band this year. There will also be some awesome baskets that
we are raffling off. The date for that is 8/19/2023. Mark it on your calendar for a day not to
miss. We also had the honor to escort the Salute A Hero to Bowes Creek Country Club. From
there we went up to Huntly and escorted 2 WWII vets to Culvers as it was their birthday, 101
and 102 years old. As always, if you ride and are a member of the Post, Sons, or Auxiliary
you can join the Riders. And don’t forget, if there is something that you would like the Riders
to support, come see me or contact me at Jim.LooneyALR@Gmail.com and I will bring it up
to the group. Thank you for your continued support.

Jim Looney — ALR Director

CONGRATULATIONS to cveryone that contributes to our
Bi-Monthly Post Scripts. American Legion Post 57 has won 2™ Place
in the lllinois Department Post Newsletter 400+ Member category for
our entry of Post Scripts. Special Thanks to our Editor; Anne Essick,
for a job well done. A Plague will be awarded to our Post at the State
Convention in Springfield on July 15, 2023.




American Legion Post 57 QUEEN OF HEARTS!

QUEEN of HEARTS WORTH Almost $7,500.00 (As of 06/19/2023)

Post 57 continues its Queen of Hearts program on Monday nights along with Karaoke. Tickets
will be available at the Canteen during regular business hours and will be sold up to 15 minutes
before the drawing at 8pm. Net Ticket sales will be added to the remaining Jack Pot for the next
week’s drawing. Tickets are 6 for $5.00 (sold in $5.00 lots only) and participants can purchase
as many tickets as they want.

In-House Special Mondays 10am —7:45pm 18 tickets for $10.00

Tickets need to be purchased (cash only) in person at the Post 57 Canteen and participants
must be at least 18 years old to play. Participants do not have to be present to win. This program
is open to the public.

Join us for the raffle and Karaoke starting at 7pm.

FORE! ..

American Legion Golf League

“We’ve Been Golfing”

Great golfing weather greeted the league’s first half of the 2023 season. A full slate of 30
golfers started the year. The league is also accommodating two substitutes as fill-ins for
absentees. As of the newsletter deadline, the top three in each division were:

“A” “B” “C”
Tom Scalamera Sr. 54 Earl Donoho 40 Kurt Eilrich 44
John Zimmer 43 Jeff Allison 38 John Duewel 42
Tom Scalamera Jr. 40 Mark Siwik 38 Al Schmidt 41

A sign-up sheet for next year is located on the post bulletin board. To increase the league
to 36 members, four new players have to join up. The league would enjoy having YOU
playing with us every week.

Stay tuned to September/October Post Scripts for the conclusion to the American Legion
Golf League.

Earl Donoho
Golf League Director

“What’s the difference between a golfer and a fisherman? When a golfer lies, he doesn’t have to
bring anything home to prove it!”

Aidan McCusker:10 Funniest Golf Jokes
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SHOUT OUT TO OUR CANTEEN KITCHEN STAFF!

We have made several changes this past year
and our Post Kitchen staff has done a great job
continuing to provide excellent food and service.

Led by our Kitchen Manager, Monique, who

has been with us over 40 years and our

Assistant Kitchen Manager, Chris, who has been

with us over 30 years. Be sure to come out for

Lunch on Fridays, Burger Night on Thursdays,

and our Famous Fish Fry on Fridays.
See our Web Site
(https://alelginpost57.com/post-57-home)
or our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Post57EIgin?_tn_ =-UC)
for any additional meals or Kitchen updates.

AMERICAN LEGION
POST #57
FAMILY PICNIC

July 29th from Noon to 4
Tickets on sale at the bar
from July 1lst=21st

Raffles,games and more!
Good food, great prizes!
Come join the fun!

More deftails
coming soon.



SERVICE OFFICER

If you want to help a Veteran with a problem, the Kane County Veterans Treatment
Court needs volunteers to work with them in supporting Veterans struggling with

life after Military Service. See the flyers below which were passed out by the Court's
Representative at the last Kane County Veterans Assistance Committee Meeting. Fill out
the form, submit it as noted and help your fellow Veterans in need!!

Bob Getz, Service Officer

o et e Lo [
‘ Walunteer Mentoring Application

BECOME A MENTOR

Kane County Veterans Treatment Court ] |
Be a battle buddy for a veteran in need. |

Hickp fellow veverans. newdg o ancs ;
Kane County Veseram Trestment Cosnt

Plea.?e remember our active-duty Members Who Have
servicemen and women who are

in harms way all over the world. Passed on to Post Everlasting

Thomas Wertz
John Heath

L\&&\\f |

“May they nest cn peace...”

-




EVERYONE |
L LN |

DEPLOYEED

Raiond’

POST 57 RED FRIDAY PROMOTION

Wear Post 57 Red T-Shirt or Sweatshirt

BUY YOUR FIRST DRINK AND GET ONE FREE
(FIRST DRINK ONLY)

Front Back
T-SHIRT: $20.00 SWEATSHIRT: $25.00

See the Adjutant or Bartender to purchase your Shirt.




DATES TO REMEMBER

AUGUST

JULY
4 - Independence Day
- Elgin parade
12 - ALR Cruise Night 5-8pm
12-15 - Department Convention
18 - NO Auxiliary Meeting
29 - Post Picnic 12 noon to 5pm

4

- Post/Aux/SAL Installation 7pm

6 - Cougars Game 1pm
9 - Last ALR Cruise Night 5-8pm
15 - NO auxiliary Meeting
19 - Motorcycle Rally for Veterans & First
Responders
25-30 - National Convention Charlotte, NC
SEPTEMBER

11 - Patriots’ Day Ceremony 9AM
13 - Spaghetti Dinner 5-7:00
24 - Beer Sausage

. Plus

Money giveaway!

Sunday, June 25th we will
be handing out @& Plus raffle
money. You can sign up for
next year at that time. Forty-
six of you are eligible for
the money. We have thirty
envelopes to pass out. If you
were at the banquet, you have
a chance to win. | will let you
know if you do win. You do not
have to be present to win. You
can also roll your winnings into
your next year’s dues.

So, on Sunday, June 25 wel'll
be serving beer Sausage at
10am and pulling numbers
starting at 11:30am. So come
on down and enjoy....

Terry Cummings

8 pPius

WORD SEARCH
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FIREWORKS INDEPENDENCE SUMMER
FLAG JULY SWIMMIN




POST OFFICERS 2022-2023

WNERICA,,

AUXILIARY UNIT # 57 OFFICERS
President SANDRAKING
Vice President PAT KARWATSKI
Secretary TRICIA DIERINGER
Treasurer JERIHALL
Chaplain KIM CORZINE
Historian OPEN
Sgt-at-Arms NANCY CAREY
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Deadline is the Saturday following the Post meeting. All letters must be
signed to appear in the PostScripts. Thank You!

NEW EDITOR INFO

Anne Essick, Editor

E-Mail: Anneessick@gmail.com

Phone: 847-208-4978

POST # 57 OFFICERS

Commander (Cdr) MARK SMITH
Sr. Vice Cdr VACANT
Jr. Vice Cdr JIM MOSBY
Adjutant CAROL FOWLER
Finance Officer CRAIG ESSICK
Historian EARL DONOHO
Sgt-at-Arms EM RAMANGKOUN
Chaplain RICHARD HAMILTON
Service OffiCer ..., BOB GETZ (rgetz173@yahoo.com)

Executive Board Members.................. ROBERT BALSAMO - BILL COLLINS

- DANIEL KASZUBA - TOM LEITNER - JERRY ROTUNDO -
DANIEL SYMONDS - EUGENE WILKENING - GORDON STEINWAY

POST HOURS
POST OPEN TO MEMBERS FROM
10:00 A.M TO 9:00 P.M. MONDAY - THURSDAY
10:00 A.M. TO 10:00 P.M. FRIDAY - SATURDAY
10:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M. ON SUNDAY

CANTEEN MANAGER:
OFFICE PHONE: (847) 741-1669
CANTEEN PHONE: (847) 741-1684
KITCHEN PHONE: (847) 741-8143

ADJUTANT OFFICE: CAROL FOWLER
alelginpost57@yahoo.com
(847) 741-2358  FAX (847) 741-5273

www.alelginpost57.com

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION (SAL) #57

Squadron Commander (CAr) ..o JAMIE PEASE
Vice CDR JIM LOONEY
Adjutant TERRY CUMMINGS
Finance OffiCer. ..., JERRY CHRISTOPHERSON
Historian JERRY TURNQUIST
Sgt-at-Arms SCOTT DUFFER
Squadron Advisor EARL DONOHO

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS (ALR)

Director JIM LOONEY
Asst. Director MIKE GOUGH
Treasurer JIM MANN
Secretary SHARON CHRISTENSON
Sgt-at-Arms TOM JACKSON
HOME ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President LEO RIBORDY
Vice President OPEN
Finance LARRY WOJTAS

PostScripts is published bi-monthly by Elgin Post #57 American Legion,
820 N. Liberty Street, Elgin, lllinois 60120
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