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Commander’s Corner
Mark W. Smith
Post 57 Commander

Fellow Legionnaires,

As I write this, we are just one [ualis SB=as
day past our first annual Holiday [ 88" »
Dinner and Dance. I would like to $% oY ‘
thank everyone who helped put X ' %
this great social event together, s
and to all of the guests that
were able to attend. The night
was filled with great food, live
music and dancing, as well as
socializing with friends new and old. Our members
make our Post, and I firmly believe that bringing
our members together as much as possible will only
make our Post stronger. I hope you all had a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year celebration
with your friends and families.

As we begin 2023, we look ahead to finishing our
membership drive and hoping to attain our 100%
goal of 510 members, and it would be great to add
some more new family members as well. Adjutant
Carol Fowler is busy at work keeping up with our
membership, and together we are tracking the
numbers to make sure we are where we need to be.

On January 14th and February 11th, from 10
a.m. to 12, we will have our first two Coffee with
the Commander sessions. We will have free coffee
and donuts and use this opportunity to discuss any
issues you may want to talk about, as well as use the
time for a bit of revitalization in an effort to get our
members renewed for 2023. Memberships and cards
will be able to be renewed on-site, and membership
cards available immediately on a walk-in basis. Also,
if you bring-in/sign-up a new member for 2023,
you are eligible to receive the Recruiter Pin from the
Department of [llinois.

With February being Black History Month, I would
like to highlight one of our own Post 57 members
who passed recently and is now serving in Post
Everlasting.

Floyd Brown, the longtime Elgin resident who
broke color barriers by being one of the first Blacks

hired by a national radio network and best known for
more than 28 years with WGN television and radio,
died on December 9th at the age of 92. Floyd served
in the U.S. Army from 1953-1955 and was very
proud of his service to our country.

Brown was a longtime member
of Post 57 and known locally for
his roles as a founding member
of the Elgin Human Relations
Commission, president of the
Elgin Housing Commission and
marketing director of the Kane
County Fair.

Over the course of Brown’s
50-plus-years career, he worked
as an engineer, program manager, newscaster,
sportscaster, and associate news editor and hosted
several radio and television shows, including a jazz
program, “The Floyd Brown Show” that aired on
Sunday nights on WGN radio.

He started out in Texas, where he was born
in 1930, and later moved with his family to
Washington, D.C., according to his biography on
WGN Radio’s website. He was studying accounting
at Northwestern University in the 1940s when he
realized his true calling was radio, the website says.

“He signed up for engineering and announcing
classes (at the Radio Institute of America, which he
passed daily enroute to his porter job at Chicago’s
Drake Hotel) in order to pursue his dream and was
hired in 1951 as an engineer at radio station WRMN
in Elgin.

“When the usual announcer was late one day,
Floyd stepped in and made his (on air) debut.”

An avid golfer, he applied for membership in
the Elgin Country Club during the late 1970s but
was initially blackballed. He eventually joined,
becoming the first African American member of a
private country club in Illinois not associated with a
subdivision, his son said.

He achieved national recognition in the mid-
1960s when he was hired by NBC-owned WMAQ
in Chicago, becoming the first Black to be hired by
a major network. It was such an achievement that
he was featured on the cover of NBC’s company

continued on page 2
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magazine with Bill Cosby, who was then starring in
the NBC television show “I Spy.”

He would work at WMAQ radio from 1965 to 1970
before moving to WGN radio and television, where
he remained from 1971 until his retirement in 1999,
He also had a show on WITW-TV called “30 Good
Minutes” in the 1980s.

Brown’s radio show was a fixture for more than
two decades, and in addition to jazz, it featured a
mix of current events and investment and business
news. Over the years, he interviewed an array of jazz
icons, including Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald and
Lionel Hampton.

He’s also remembered as the emcee for the annual
Bud Billiken Parade in Chicago and WGN’s “Know
Your Heritage.”

In 2016, he was inducted into the radio station’s
Walk of Fame in 2016 and was a member of the Fox
Valley Arts Hall of Fame.

When Brown hosted his last show on July 4,
1999, the Courier-News wrote, “Brown shattered the
color barrier with his trademark dose of gentlemanly
grace, fueled by a veiled undercurrent of rage
... armed with a baritone as smooth and rich as
molasses.”

He is survived by his wife, Betty Brown, who
owned a marketing and public relations firm in

Elgin and wrote society columns for North Shore
Magazine and The Courier-News. The Elgin Post 57
Honor Guard helped to serve as a last salute to Floyd
Brown at his funeral in Bluff City Cemetery.

I hope to see everyone coming out and supporting
the Post and our groups at the Fish Fry, Spaghetti
Night, Queen of Hearts, Lightning, Bingo, etc... We
are blessed with some awesome Veterans, Sons,
and Auxiliary family members within our post who
give many hours of their time to make these events
possible for us all to enjoy.

A couple of upcoming events to look forward
to will be the Super Bowl Party and Chili Contest
on February 12th, and our Valentines Dance on
February 18th. More information to follow on both
of these events, so keep an eye on our Facebook page
and Post website for updates.

Please keep up with all of the current information
on our webpage at alelginpost57.com, or our
Facebook page at facebook.com/ALElginPost57/,
which are updated regularly.

Thank you all for your service to your country,
and your continued support of Post 57.

Best Regards and Godspeed,

Mark W. Smith

Commander

mjsmith0003@gmail.com / 317-771-4212

sbcglobal.net.

HOME ASSOCIATION

The Annual Meeting of the Home Association will be held during the meeting of January
3, 2023. The purpose of this meeting is to hear reports on items addressed during the year
2022 and proposals for 2023. We will be holding our annual elections at this time as well.
For more information, please contact Leo Ribordy (847-697-7616) or email, leoribordy@

POST #57 WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

We would like to welcome the newest
members of American Legion Post #57:

Jason Shanahan - Army
Max D. Guerra - Air Force
David L. Beigel - Army
David G. Johnson - Army

The Officers and Members of Post #57
welcome you and wish you well in your coming
experience in the American Legion.

Members Who Have
Passed on to Post Everlasting

Joseph Borowski
Michael Shannon
Jerry Duncan
Floyd Brown
Lloyd Barber

Ry
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“Way they nest cn peace...”




Hello everyone,
Wishing you a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous year.

2022 turned out to be a successful year for our Auxiliary
due in part to your continued support.

Here are some of the worthwhile events we participated in
and supported,

+ Sunday Bingo/Raffle - Kudos go out to our amazing
volunteers

* American Legion Birthday and POP Raffle

* Post and Auxiliary Awards night

+ Poppy Days and Middle School Poppy contest

+ Post Everlasting Ceremony

* Oktoberfest and Raffle

+ Collection and distribution of school supplies

+ Collection of baby items for Pads and Crisis center

+ No Bake Sale and Raffle - collected approximately
$865.00 No Bake Sale and $365.00 Raffle on Baskets

FROM THE AUXILIARY UNIT 57 PRESIDENT:

provided by members

+ December collection of hats, mittens and scarfs for the
Crisis center

+ Christmas cards delivered to veterans at Nursing
Homes.

* Many hours behind the scenes doing various duties

+ Our food, clothing and school collections are
supported in part by our Bingo players contributions,

Every year the money from bingo/raffle and other events
held are allocated to various Veteran organizations and
community charities. We have $4,000 to be dispersed
amongst these organizations this year.

You are an amazing group of members and I'm eager to
continue working with you this coming year.

My Heartfelt thanks,
Sandy King
Auxiliary President

It's not too late

. PI us to sign up. Just see

your bartender.

It's only $35 and you're eligible for

$100 per month or $50 if you're not

at the legion on the last Sunday of

the month during Beer Sausage. We

also have a dinner and cash giveaway
in June. Come join the fun!

& Plus

Terry Cummings

SAL

Sons of the American Legion SAL-

Thank you all for participating in our
latest fundraiser "Cold Hard Cash!"
Thanks to all of you for making it a
great event. The lucky winner was

Earl Donahue, who won a cool $500.
Look for our next fundraiser coming
up soon. We look forward to mixing it
up a bit and presenting something else
new and different.

Terry Cummings
SAL Adjutant

L L]
NEW YEAR’S

EVE PARTY

Come Ring in the New Year
12/31/22 from 8:00-2?
Karaoke-DJ-Dancing-Games
Please bring a dish to share

@ Gel Upggpas
by Emgj

click here

Want to keep
informed of Post 57
news and events???

Please go to our website at:
https://alelginpost57.com/post-57-home

Our website is updated regularly, and you can
see what is happening with our post. You can
also go to the section that lets you subscribe to
our mailing list and receive email updates.

Also visit us on our Facebook page:
https:/ /www.facebook.com /ALElginPost57/




American Legion Post 57 QUEEN OF HEARTS!

WE HAD A QUEEN of HEARTS WINNER!!!
Earl Donaho picked the Queen of Hearts on 11/21/2022 and won

$13,344.00

Post 57 continues its Queen of Hearts program on Monday nights along with Karaoke. Tickets
will be available at the Canteen during regular business hours and will be sold up to 15 minutes
before the drawing at 8pm. Net Ticket sales will be added to the remaining Jack Pot for the next
week’s drawing. Tickets are 6 for $5.00 (sold in $5.00 lots only) and participants can purchase

as many tickets as they want.

In-House Special All-day Monday 18 tickets for $10.00

Tickets need to be purchased (cash only) in person at the Post 57 Canteen and participants
must be at least 18 years old to play. Participants do not have to be present to win. This program

is open to the public.

JOIN US FOR THE RAFFLE AT 8PM AND KARAOKE STARTING AT 7PM.

FROM THE POST ADJUTANT’S OFFICE

Hello. I would like to introduce myself as your new adjutant and enlighten you regarding
my military background. My name is Carol Fowler. I was born in Elgin and lived here until I
went in the U. S. Marine Corps in January of 1973. | went to recruit training at Marine Corps
Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C. My first duty station was Headquarters Battalion, Henderson
Hall in Arlington, Virginia and was attached to Marine Barracks, 8th and I, Washington, D.C.
while working in the Navy Yard. From there, I got stationed at Headquarters, Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific, Camp Smith, Aiea, Hawaii and then [ went on to independent duty at the Marine
Corps Reserve Center, Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida, followed by tours at Marine
Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan and Marine Corps Development and Education Center,
Quantico after which I went to Headquarters Marine Corps and worked at the Navy Annex,
where I was once again attached to Headquarters Battalion, Henderson Hall. My last duty
station was at Marine Corps Logistics Base, Barstow, California where I served as the Military
Coordinator at Morale, Welfare, and Recreation. [ was also a Company Gunny for B Company,
and I finally ended up as the Admin Chief for the Base Adjutant. So, as you can see, [ have a lot
of different administrative experience in my background. When I retired in January of 1993, I
was a gunnery sergeant with twenty years and twenty-eight days. All of that admin experience
has never gone to waste, and it will guide me in the right direction as your post adjutant. But.
It takes everyone to work together for the good of the Post. And I truly look forward to working
with all of you.

ATTENTION GOLD CARD MEMBERS

The annual meeting of the Gold Card Members of Post 57 will be held on Saturday January
7th, 2023 at 9:00 AM. The next recipient of the Gold Card will be voted on at this time.




Greetings,
Even though our riding season has ended
for the year, we’ve only shifted into a
moderate gear, but we haven’t gone into
neutral. We've taken and put our energy
into other things. At our last meeting,
we presented contributions totaling
$4,100 from the ALR to the following
organizations:

* A Salute to Heroes Foundation

* Hines Fisher House

* Operation Horse and Heroes

* FElgin Police Department Explorers

* QGuitars 4 Vets

* Veterans Path to Hope

* 100 Club of Kane County

* True Patriots Care

* Operation Sweet Life

* Roberts Armory (mailed)

* Daughters of the American
Revolution (mailed)

* Tunnels to Towers (mailed)

FROM LEGION RIDERS

Commander Smith is working with the
Home Association to install the newly
purchased large screen televisions for the
bar. One is a 65 inch that is now installed
in the bar and two others are 50 inch
screens, just in time for the upcoming
Super Bowl football championship.

The Riders want to thank Post 57 for
their generous support. And remember,
we are always looking for riders and
supporters. If you are a Post, Auxiliary,
or SAL member and you are looking for a
great group to ride with, check us out at
our monthly meeting that takes place on
the last Wednesday of each month at 6:30
p.m. at the Post. Ride safe and have a
Happy New Year.

Carol S. Fowler
Assistant ALR Director

Nice Job, American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 57

Our American Legion Auxiliary and member
Anne Essick prepared and delivered over 150
Christmas Cards to Veterans located in 13 Senior
Living facilities throughout the Elgin and South
Elgin area.

COFFEE WITH THE
COMMANDER AND POST
REVITILAZATION

. JANUARY14TH & FEBRUARY
11TH FROM 10 AM - 12 PM

. FREE COFFEE AND DONUTS

. WALK-IN MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL

. CHAT WITH THE COMMANDER
AND ELECTED OFFICERS
ABOUT SUGGESTIONS OR
CONCERNS

. BRING IN/SIGN UP A NEW
MEMBER AND GET A
RECRUITER
PIN FROM DEPARTMENT
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Happy New Year American Legion Post 57 Members!

Every now-and-then you have probably received “the” phone call! “This is AMVETS calling, we will
have a truck in your area in the next few weeks. Do you have any donations for us?”

Stuff we have in our basements or attics that we no longer want or use can become things of value
for sale in resale shops. You know the adage “One man’s junk is another man’s treasure”. How many
of us know anything else about the AMVET organization. To begin, AMVETS was establish in 1944
by 18 members from nine veterans clubs. These men met in Kansas City, Missouri and formed “The
American Veterans of World War II”. The purpose was to assist returning WWII Veterans to receive
the benefits promised to them by the Federal Government. The U.S. Congress issued their charter
through Public Law 216 on July 23, 1947, which President Harry S. Truman signed into law. Since then,
the charter has been amended three times allowing new era veterans into membership. Membership
is now open to any honorable discharged veteran that has served in the Armed Forces of the United
States. In 1946 a Ladies Auxiliary was authorized and a ‘Sons’ organization was established in 1963.
The AMVETS supports the following: AADAA (drug and alcohol program), Americanism, VA Volunteer
Services, Boy Scouts of America, Military Funeral Honors, and a Ceremonial Rifle Program, ROTC
& JR. ROTC Medals, and White Clover fund raising program. Both Carpentersville and Elgin had
AMVETS programs. Carpentersville was unable to continue and merged with Elgin. Then the post in
Streamwood closed and its members merged with Elgin. With 25 Charter members the organization
received a “Renaming Charter” on June 24, 2015, and became known as the Lee Barrett Memorial
Elgin AMVETS Post 202.The Elgin AMVETS now meet at our post home on the first Monday of each
month of the year starting at 7:30 PM, except for holidays. The current commander, Jim Cecille,
succeeded past Commander Frank DeLoncker, 2007 to 2015. The ‘Old Guard’ can use an infusion of
younger recruits, if you are interested in learning more about AMVEST and would like to join contact
Jim Cecille at 630-464-4128 or Email him at jcecille43@gmail.com.

Earl Donoho, Post Historian
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PARTY AND POP RAFFLE

Date: Saturday, March 18, 2023
Time: 5:30 pm - Cocktails
6:00 pm - Dinner
Program to Follow

Cost: $14.00 Per Person

Menu: Corned Beef
Fried Chicken
Red Potatoes

A Noteworthy Milestone

This past Christmas was the 75th
Anniversary of the Marine Corps Reserve
“Toys for Tots” program. Marine Corps
Reserve Major Bill Hendricks was the
brainchild behind the program, but his wife
was the real inspiration. She asked Bill to
deliver a few handmade dolls to an agency
that supported children in need. Not finding
such an organization his wife told him to
start one. That first year in 1947, Major
Hendricks and the Marines in his reserve
unitin Los Angeles collected and distributed
5000 toys. Walt Disney as a favor to Bill

Cabbage designed the three-car train logo. Not only
E‘;‘;:;I;s . giving hope and the magic of Christmas to

Salad g over 281_ million less fortunate chiIdrelnl, it

Rolls and Butter also provides year-round support to families
Dessert experiencing challenges and exceptional

. circumstances. Congratulations to the Toys

See the Bartender for tickets. for Tots organization on 75 years of service.

Limited - 125 Tickets - Limited Earl Donoho, Post Historian

FORE!
Happy New Year Golfers

Hope all of you had a great holiday season. There is still time to make one last New Year’s resolution: to play more
golf! To do that, join the American Legion Golf League! Numerous openings are available to individuals of all abilities.
There is a place for you, make a weekly commitment, come-on-out, and play some golf with your legion comrades.
The league plays every Thursday at Bonnie Dundee Golf Course in Carpentersville on Route 25. The season runs for
20 continuous weeks. Tee-times begin at 3:00 PM. April 13th is the scheduled first day of competition. The last day of
competition will be on Thursday, August 24th. The league’s annual tournament and banquet will be on Saturday, August
26th. Beginning at 5:00 PM, Thursday, April 6, league members will gather in the legion post's game room to hold their
annual meeting. Members will receive their season schedules and discuss league rules. Here is your opportunity to play
golfin an organized league. Therefore, dust off those “sticks”, and join-up. Contact the league Secretary Earl Donoho at
847-806-2748 or write to: wraearl@aol.com Or you may contact the league President Larry Wetzel 847-562-6478. Also,
see the sign-up sheet on the post bulletin board located in the post entrance hallway. Have a safe winter, think spring
and ‘hit-‘em-down-the-middle’!

Remember
“Golf is a game where you yell ‘fore!’, shoot 6 and write down 5” -Paul Harvey




From the Parliamentarian!

Conducting a Meeting

Members express themselves in a meeting by
making motions. A motion is a proposal that the entire
membership take action or a stand on an issue.
Individual members can:

+ Call to order (Make a Motion)

* Second motions

+ Debate motions

+ Vote on motions

Types of motions:

+ Main motions: The purpose of a main motion is
to introduce items to the membership for their
consideration. They cannot be made when any
other motion is on the floor, and they yield to
subsidiary motions.

+ Subsidiary motions: Their purpose is to change or
affect how a main motion is handled and is voted
on before a main motion.

How motions are presented
Obtain the floor

+ Wait until the last speaker has finished.

+ Rise and address the chairperson (Post
Commander) by saying, "Commander."

+  Wait until the Commander recognizes you.

Make your motion

+ Speak in a clear and concise manner.

+ Always state a motion affirmatively. Say, "l move
that we..." rather than "I move that we do not..."

+ Avoid personalities and stay on your subject.

Wait for someone to second your motion

* Another member will second your motion or the
Commander will call for a second.

+ If there is no second to your motion, it is lost.

The Commander states your motion

+ The Commander will say, "It has been moved and
seconded that we ...," thus placing your motion
before the membership for consideration and
action.

+ The membership either debates your motion or
may move directly to a vote.

+Once your motion is presented to the membership
by the Commander, it becomes "assembly
property" and cannot be changed by you without
the consent of the members.

Expanding on your motion

+ The time for you to speak in favor of your motion
is at this point in time, rather than at the time you
present it.

+ The mover is always allowed to speak first.

* Al comments and debate must be directed to the
Commander.

+The mover may speak again only after other
speakers are finished unless called upon by the
Commander.

Putting the question to the membership

+ If there is no more discussion, a vote is taken.

+ By voice--The chairperson asks those in favor to
say "aye," those opposed to say "no." Any member
may move for an exact count.

There are two other motions that are commonly used
that relate to voting.

+Motion to table--This motion is often used in the
attempt to "kill" a motion. The option is always
present, however, to "take from the table", for
reconsideration by the membership.

+ Motion to postpone indefinitely--This is often used
as a means of parliamentary strategy and allows
opponents of motion to test their strength without
an actual vote being taken. Also, debate is once
again open on the main motion.

Parliamentary procedure is the best way to get things
done at your meetings. It will only work, however, if you
use it properly. Remember to:

+ Allow motions that are in order.

+ Have members obtain the floor properly.
+ Speak clearly and concisely.

+ QObey the rules of debate.

* Most importantly, BE COURTEOQUS.

Craig A. Essick
Post Parliamentarian




DATES TO REMEMBER

JANUARY 2023

1 - New Year’s Day
- Tom & Jerry’s 10-Noon
- Post Closes at 3:00 PM

3 - Home Assoc. Elections

7 - Gold Card Meeting

10 - Post meeting-food served after meeting
11 - Spaghetti Night 5-7:00 PM

14 - Post Revitalization & Coffee with the
Commander 10-Noon

16 - Martin Luther King Jr holiday

27 - Kane County Veterans Assistance

Commission 10-2

FEBRUARY 2023

8 - Spaghetti Night 5-7:00 PM

11 - Post Revitalization & Coffee with the
Commander 10-Noon

12 - Super Bowl Sunday

Chili Cook-Off 5 PM

14 - Post meeting-food served after meeting

MARCH 2023

8 - Spaghetti Night 5-7:00 PM
18 - AL B-Day POP Dinner & Raffle

Having a party?
\, \ ﬂ-' /‘;/ h

Do you need some extra room?
Post 57 has spaces that could
fill the bill. We have hosted
programs as small as 15 people
and as large as 300. We can
furnish bar services when
needed and our kitchen staff is
always willing to help put on a
great meal or appetizers.

Chili Cook-Off!
Think your chili is the best?
Enter the Ghili Gook-Off

on Super Bowl Sunday
February 12, 2023

Anyone is eligible! Just bring one of your
Ghili delights for judging and prizes....and
bragging rights.

May the best chili win!

WORD SEARCH
SVLVDKPXNFOPWEZ
JHSGXQZGRVNSFTS
RBOFRYLEPJNAFAN
NRGVAXEIBITWXKE
EANGEZMKCSCINST
WEGMELRWOEDNGUT
QZAGPDKRRPVTUPI
SOOOOBFECNZECHM
JSNKRBTIJBLRECX
JYLQWAOUSNOWOEW
MSCEEZLTCYULDUN
KRTWDNLEXLDBLXS
FVSOFRACSEWYVPK
CSKZOWAAGLOVESI
VOLJZBNRVQYMIWS
BOOTS MITTENS SLED
COLD SCARF SNOW
FREEZE SHOVEL SWEATER
FROST SKATE TOBOGGAN
GLOVES SKIS WINTER
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