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Commander’s Corner
Jason Shanahan

Post #57 Commander

With spring in full 
effect and summer 
coming up I hope 
people are being safe 
and enjoying the 
weather. Most of you 
that come to the Post 
know who I am. For 
those who don’t, my 

name is Jason Shanahan. I was elected the 
new Post Commander. 

Post membership is at 434 with 5 new 
members and 2 transfers that have us 
at 94.35%. I have noticed the decline in 
membership the last 2 years. I am trying to 
figure out ways to bring new members in. If 
anyone has suggestions, please come talk 
to me.

I have been the Post Adjutant for over 
2 years now. I will be doing both roles 
this coming year. My goal as Commander 
is to continue trying to make this Post 
feel more like a family and to have open 
communication from all groups.

My main concern is all the negative 
talking about the Post, and the Canteen 
Managers. The negative talk has members 
not wanting to come to the Post for 
different events. This needs to stop. I want 
people to come in and feel like they belong, 
and not feel un-comfortable. If anyone has 
an issue, please come talk to any of the 
officers. My office is open Monday thru 
Friday from 9am to noon or 1pm the latest.  
I look forward to meeting people. 

We have hired the Steller Edge Marketing 

Group that is working on our Facebook 
page and will be creating our new website. 
Hopefully you have seen the new flyers and 
postings they have done for us already. 
They will also be working on getting our 
information out to the Elgin Community.

Our Queen of Hearts is close to $10,000 
so more and more people are coming 
Monday nights. If you can’t come, we 
do Facebook live it. Ticket specials are 
available on Mondays and Wednesdays.

We have the 4th of July parade at 9 am. 
Our Color Guard with the AMVETS will be 
leading the parade, followed by the Riders. 
If people would like to walk, come and 
follow the Color Guard. Come and support 
us. If you don’t want to walk, cheer as we 
go by.

Other events coming up are the Cruise 
Nights, the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
and the Post Picnic on July 25. We need 
volunteers and people to sign up so 
we know how much food to order. The 
Installation of Officers is August 25th at 
7pm. Everyone is welcome to come and 
meet the new officers.  

We will be sending out the Octoberfest 
Raffle booklets toward the middle or end 
of July. The 1st booklet is $50 and covers 
your dues. 

On a positive note, our PostScripts won 
1st place in our class. Thanks to Sara and 
everyone who contributed.

On a final note, I want to ask you to be 
patient with me; I am still learning. And 
know I am truly honored to take this role.

At Your Service 
Jason Shanahan
aleginpost57@yahoo.com

PostPostScript
s

Script
s



From the  
Junior Vice Commander
Roger Taylor

As most of you 
know, I will be 
stepping down 
as your Jr. Vice-
Commander at the 
end of my term in 
August. I know I 
worked really hard 
trying to bring events 
that would bring 
people together and 

increase attendance in Post activities. 
Unfortunately, I don’t feel that that 
happened. Attendance is on the decline 
and, except for my hard-core group of 
volunteers, few people are stepping up. 
Hopefully, the next Jr. Vice will be able 
to turn this around and bring back the 
Pride in our Post. After two years, I am 
burned out and it shows.

And what if there is no “next Jr. 
Vice”? Many Posts don’t have this 
position. Really all the Jr. Vice does 

is support and help the Commander 
and put together social activities. Last 
year the Entertainment Committee was 
formed… members getting together to try 
some different activities out. We had a 
couple successful Trivia Nights, a singer, 
a moderately successful Game Night and 
other ideas that didn’t come about because 
we ran out of time. If the Post wants social 
activities, perhaps two people from each 
of the families can reform this committee. 
Perhaps having people from each family 
can help bring about activities the families 
would participate in. Just a positive 
suggestion amid all the negativity that 
circulates.

As I leave, I would like to take a 
moment to thank all of you that helped 
and supported me in our effort to make 
a difference, especially my wife SaraYou 
kept me going when I wanted to give up. 
And let me also say that I have met many 
good people who have the best interest in 
the Post in their thoughts. Now it is time 
to drop the negativity and get together and 
bring back the Pride in our Post.

Hello all,
I want to thank 

everyone for their 
support during my two 
terms in this office, 
but it is time to step 
down and let someone 
else bring in new ideas 
and a new approach. 
I know Shirldine-Kay 

will do a good job for us, and I hope you 
will support her as needed. I will still be 
around, “Gunny” won’t be disappearing 
from the Post.

From the Senior Vice Commander
Carol (Gunny) Fowler



From the Auxiliary President
Fran Jackson

This is my last report. There is a changing of the Auxiliary 
officers. I think this change is a wonderful and refreshing next 
chapter in our organization. Please come to a meeting and 
support the new officers. Let’s move forward with some new and 
refreshing ideas. Change isn’t an enemy.

 Please watch the happenings at the Post and attend or 
volunteer where you can. The Post cannot exist without you. This 
Post once was a very vibrant, exciting place to be. With everyone’s 
participation, we can be that again. Hope to see you all at the 
picnic on July 25…after the Streamwood Parade, that is.

Bike $30 Passenger $10 (Lunch included)
$10 lunch only

Scan the qr code for full event details

Elgin American Legion Post #57 820 N. Liberty St Elgin, IL 60120
Rally Party/Lunch Rain or Shine

DATES TO REMEMBER

	
  

JULY
  4	 Fourth of July Parade, 9 am
18	 ALR 250 Anniversary "America 		

	 Bikes & Barbeque, 12-4pm
24	 Veteran's Benefits Day, 10am-2pm
25	 Post Picnic 11am-4pm

AUGUST	 				  
 15	 7th Annual Back the Blue 8am 		
	 Registration

25	 Installation of Officers, 7pm
28	 Veteran's Benefits Day, 10am-2pm



From the Director ALR
Jim Looney

Hi All,

Cruise nights have started, although the weather hasn’t really 
cooperated with us yet. Summer is almost here. Remember Cruise 
Nights are the 2nd Wednesday of the month through September. We also 
have a few events that are coming up. July 18th we are having the 2nd 
Division of the American Legion Riders 250th birthday to America Bikes 
and BBQ bike show. This will be held at and sponsored by I Smell Bacon 
BBQ. The event starts at noon and ends at 4. 10% of food sales will go 
towards local veterans’ organizations. There will be a DJ along with some 
really good BBQ. In August we will be having our 7th Annual Back the 
Blue Northern Illinois, Veterans & First responders Motorcycle Rally. 
There will be baskets we are raffling off, Silent Auction, Food, Music and 

most of all fun. If you haven’t been to one you don’t know what you are missing. And if you 
ride, come on out and be a part of the ride. Hope to see everyone at our events. They are 
always a good time.

Hi All,

Hope everyone is 
having a great spring. 
If you missed the 
Kentucky Derby, you 
missed another great 
event. I would like to 
thank everyone that 
came out and supported 
along with the 
volunteers for making 

the event successful. We gave away some 
great prizes, had some delicious pulled pork, 
and the race itself was exciting. Keep a look 
out at the Post for upcoming events along 
with the calendar here in the PostScripts. 

From the SAL Commander Post 57 
Jim Looney

As most people 
are aware, I will be 
remaining the Post 
Adjutant for at least 
another year. There are 
some changes coming 
to the officer positions. 
If anyone has questions 
or concerns, please 
come talk to one of the 

officers. We are still not at 100 percent in 
membership renewals so if you have not 
paid your renewal yet, please do so; or if you 
have moved or changed phone numbers, 
please let us know so we can update our 
records.

From the Post Adjutant
Jason Shanahan

If no one steps up to fill the position of Jr. Vice 
Commander, we will be missing a large part of our 
social activities. We had an Entertainment Committee 
this year, and they did several things. What I would 
propose is what I suggested in my article. Reform the 
Entertainment Committee with at least two members 
from each of the families: Post, Auxiliary, Sons, and 
Riders. Maybe a member from the Canteen as well.
Let the Commander or Sr. Vice know you would be 
interested in being involved.



REBUS PUZZLE

The Sons of the American Legion have hung this banner on the south wall of the 
Post in honor to the 250 Anniversary of our great country. Be sure you stop by and 

see it. Thank you SAL.

I would like to thank everyone who helped with the
Poppy Sales this year including those who stood out in 

front of stores or gave up a Saturday to count the
money. We raised $1855 with some monies still

coming in.
If you have any suggestions for improving this event,

please let me know.
Dawn Tabbert

Members Who Have
Passed on to Post Everlasting
Larry Wojtas

Thongone Vongphakdy

“May they rest in peace…”

Transfer Members

Scott Kegaruse transferred from 1983

Charles Welzien transferred from 2910
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“2026 Marks the League’s 60th Year”

On April 16th, Legion Golf members brandished their golf clubs and teed off their 60th 
Season at Bonnie Dundee Golf Course under warm skies albeit it was a little wet. The 
league welcomed two new members completing a full slate of 30 golfers. 

At the PostScripts newsletter article deadline, the league was close to the season’s 
halfway point. Following “Position Round” Tom Scalamera Jr. was on top of the “A” 
Division, Chris Appleby led the “B” Division, and leading the “C” Division was Loren 
Twarling. 

Tom Scalamera Sr. (36.6), Steve Thoren (37.0) Tom Scalamera Jr. (38.00) are vying for 
the low average trophy in the “A” Division. Newcomer Dennis Burkwald leads the “B” 
Division average with a 40.6 with Ed Schoen following up at 43.0. Larry Wetzel’s average 
of 43.3 nearly holds a 4-stroke lead over Larry Hanson’s 47.3 average. 

Eleven weeks remain in the 2026 season. Every week there are tee times available. 
Substitutes may fill those open tee times. If you wish to be a sub, contact the league 
secretary. The season will conclude on August 27. 

Earl Donoho, League Secretary, 847 802-2748 

Tom Scalamera Sr., League President, 630 675-5176  

Remember
“Golf is a game where you yell fore, shoot 6, and write down 5!”  - Paul Harvey

“FORE!”
Elgin American Legion #57 Golf League

If you move, please let 
the Post know your 
new address. The 
number of PostScripts 
being returned is 
costly. Thank you

Please remember our active duty servicemen 
and women who are in harms way all 

over the world.



Gordon Steinway & Bob 
Cashmore

$100+ CLUB starts on 
September 27, 2026. Please 
see Bob Cashmore or Gordon 
Steinway to sign-up. $35 a person 
for September thru May 2027. 
Drawing is the last Sunday of each 
month. Payout is $100 if present 
or $50, if not. Drawing is at 11:30 
am. Beer Sausage is available at 
10 am

If Post is closed, drawing will 
be on the following Sunday. Join 
us for good eats, drinks, and 
friendship.

639-3215, home 847-742-9324. Email sleeman@wowway.com ASAP and we will set a date for 
a meeting of information on Boy's State. 

 

 



""## Plus Club Members     

Hello Members, 

First, a big THANK YOU! 

We have successfully worked through our differences and will resume our monthly 💯💯"# Plus / 
Beer Sausage Sunday. It will continue to be held on the last Sunday of each month and will 
follow the school schedule that starts in September. 

 Please make sure to stop in and pay now for this year and receive your number.  Make 
checks out to the American Legion Canteen.  We will have a receipt already filled out with 
your name and number at the bar. 

Anyone interested in becoming a member of the 100 Plus, must be a member of one of the 
following: 

• Women's Auxiliary 

• Canteen Member 

• Son of the American Legion (SAL) 

• Or a Member of the American Legion 

 If you are present when numbers are drawn, you win $100.  If you’re not present, you win $50.  
Your sign up this year entitles you to all drawings each month, a great end of the year dinner 
which includes a couple of drinks and cash prizes with all leftover monies.  All monies are given 
back to you, the members.  

Again, thank you for your participation and support. If you have any questions. feel free to 
contact us. 

We look forward to a successful and fun 💯💯"# Plus year! 

Terry Cummings & Clarence Heine 

 

 

 

 

 

Beer Sausage &
	 Plus Club

American Legion Riders 2nd Division
Presents

250 America Anniversary Bikes 
and BBQ 

Sponsored by I Smell Bacon 
BBQ 

2620 Sutton Rd, Hoffmen Estates
In Poplar Prairie Stone Crossing

JULY 18TH 12 TO 4
DJ

10% of all food purchases will go towards 
the veterans

Meet at the Now Arena
5333 Prairie Pkwy Hoffman Estates

Kick stands up at 1145



Ten Generations of Americans have 
passed since the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence by our founding fathers in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. For 230 of those 
years, our country has been at peace for just 
20 years. No wars, no skirmishes, no military 
actions, no uprisings to quell; just peace. “The 
mere absence of war is not peace.”-President 
John F. Kennedy. However, there have 
been “over 240 distinct wars, conflicts, and 
skirmishes.” With a total of 481 “instances 
in which the United States has used military 
forces abroad in situations of military conflict 
or potential conflict to protect U.S. citizens 
or promote U.S. interests.” Congress has 
declared war 11 times during 5 separate wars. 
These major conflicts include the War of 1812, 
the Mexican-American War, the Spanish-
American War, World War I, and World War 
II. Without an act of declaration of war, the 
other major conflicts and wars have been 
the American Revolution, the Civil War, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, 
the War in Afghanistan, and the Iraq War. All 
these conflicts have produced the American 
Military Veteran. These men and women have 
protected our democracy and kept America 
safe. The history of our military starts with 
the Continental Army, formed by the second 
Continental Congress on June 14, 1775. 

Congress appointed George Washington 
as the Commander-in-Chief. However, it 
was not until after the Revolutionary War 
that Congress officially established the Army 
on June 3, 1784. On October 13, 1775, 
the Continental Congress authorized the 
purchase of two ships, and the United States 
Navy was born. To assist the Navy in its 
mission, Congress formed the Marine Corps 
on November 10, 1775. (more to come on the 
Navy and Marine Corps in the November/
December PostScripts). The Air Force can 
trace its “beginnings” back to August 1, 
1907, managed by the Army’s Signal Corps. 
Reorganized into the Air Service United States 
Army, it became an independent branch of the 

military on September 18, 1947. On August 4, 
1790, Congress formed the U.S. Coast Guard 
to prevent smuggling and to enforce U.S. 
Trade laws. In December 2021, Space Force 
became the sixth branch of the military. Space 
Force personnel came from direct transfers 
from the U.S. Air Force, and space operators 
from the Army and the Navy. 

The American Legion recognizes veterans 
from all our military branches and strives 
to provide aid, assistance, and comfort to 
veterans and active-duty military in need. 
On Veterans’ Day, we recognize, honor, and 
celebrate our veterans for their military 
service. On Memorial Day, we decorate the 
graves of those men who gave the “last full 
measure of devotion.” We remember and 
honor the memory of our comrades killed 
during military service to our country. 

On an ending note, our country will be 
celebrating its 250th birthday on July 4, 
2026. Our military is why it is still here 
and will be for the foreseeable future. In 
conclusion, consider this thought on our 
veterans.

“It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who 
died. Rather, we should thank God that such 
men lived.” —George S. Patton from a speech 
on June 7, 1945

A Soldier’s Life: It can be a hard-knock life, & 
soldiers deserve a lot of respect.
“I am a soldier, I fight where I’m told, and I win 
where I fight.” —from WWII “Old Blood and 
Guts”  General George S. Patton Jr.

“There are no atheists in the foxholes.” 
—William T. Cummings

“As every combat veteran knows, war is 
primarily sheer boredom punctuated by 
moments of sheer terror.” 				  
—Harry G. Summers Jr.

“There is nothing more exhilarating than to 
be shot at without result.”   —My favorite, by 
Winston Churchill, since it happened to me a 
couple of times.

FROM PAST POST MEETING MINUTES
250 Years of the American Military and its War Veterans

Post-Historian Earl Donoho

continued on page 11



“To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace.” 	 —Let us 
remember this from our founding father George Washington

Sources: Congressional Research Service of the United States Congress
Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader-Salutes the Armed Forces

...FROM PAST POST MEETING MINUTES continued from page 10

Jusr wait 'til your father gets home.

Answer to Rebus

Corrections, Round 2 

 

Where ever you decide to put this… 

 

 
 

Page 10 – No corrections or I am officially going blind. 

 

Page 11  

Paragraph 1, line 31. We need to start a new paragraph with I have discovered… 

In that new paragraph then, line 7 color-coded 

Column 2 line 1 Post 

Column 2, paragraph 2, line 22 & 23: Post’s Past Commander’s Night 

 

Would it be a big problem to move the game night on page 14 to page 13, and move the 
Spaghetti Dinner to the smaller area on page 14?  

 

 

 

I added a graphic for the Tom & Jerry’s on New Year’s Day if you needed some filler, but don’t 
feel you have to add it. 

 
Please go to our website at:  https://alelginpost57.com/post-57-home  
Our website is updated regularly, and you can see what is happening with our post.  You 
can also go to the section that lets you subscribe to our mailing list and receive email 
updates.

Also visit us on our Facebook page:   
https://alelginpost57.com/post-57-home

Want to keep informed of Post 57 news
and events??? 

Post 57 Webpage  Post 57 Facebook page

Legion Member's Name



Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE PAID

ELGIN, IL 60120
Permit No. 548

Elgin Post No. 57
American Legion

820 N. Liberty Street
Elgin, IL 60120

Open to the Public

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
POST OFFICERS 2026-2027

POST HOURS
POST OPEN TO MEMBERS FROM  

10:00 A.M TO 9:00 P.M. MONDAY - THURSDAY
10:00 A.M. TO 10:00 P.M. FRIDAY - SATURDAY

10:00 A.M.  TO 7:00 P.M. ON SUNDAY

CANTEEN MANAGER: 
OFFICE PHONE: (847) 741-1669

CANTEEN PHONE: (847) 741-1684
KITCHEN PHONE: (847) 741-8143

ADJUTANT OFFICE: JASON SHANAHAN
alelginpost57@yahoo.com

 (847) 741-2358   •  FAX (847) 741-5273

www.alelginpost57.com

POST # 57 OFFICERS
Commander (Cdr)............................................................ JASON SHANAHAN
Sr. Vice Cdr................................................................. SHIRLDINE-KAY NOHL
Jr. Vice Cdr............................................................................................ OPEN
Adjutant............................................................................ JASON SHANAHAN
Assistant Adjutant............................................................................................
Finance Officer.....................................................................DAVID JOHNSON
Historian..................................................................................EARL DONOHO
Sgt-at-Arms.......................................................................EM RAMANGKOUN
Chaplain.........................................................................RICHARD HAMILTON

Executive Board Members............…ROBERT BALSAMO - BILL COLLINS 
DANIEL KASZUBA  - JERRY ROTUNDO

  DANIEL SYMONDS - GORDON STEINWAY

AUXILIARY UNIT # 57 OFFICERS
President.........................................................................PAT KARWATZKI
Vice President...................................................................... SANDY KING
Secretary.........................................................................SUZANNE KING
Treasurer..........................................................................NANCY CAREY
Chaplain.................................................................... NANCY FARQUHAR
Historian........................................................................................... OPEN
Sgt-at-Arms....................................................................... LYNDA MOSBY

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION (SAL) #57
Squadron Commander (Cdr).................................................JIM LOONEY
Sr. Vice CDR................................................................... SCOTT DUFFER
Adjutant......................................................................TERRY CUMMINGS
Finance Officer..............................................JERRY CHRISTOPHERSON
Historian.................................................................... JERRY TURNQUIST
Sgt-at-Arms....................................................................JOHN DADDONO
Squadron Advisor.................................................... GORDON STEINWAY

HOME ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President............................................................................ LEO RIBORDY 
Vice President.................................................................................. OPEN
Finance............................................................................................ OPEN
Secretary.................................................................................SUE DOHE

PostScripts is published bi-monthly by Elgin Post #57 American Legion,  
820 N. Liberty Street, Elgin, Illinois 60120

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Deadline is the second Saturday of the month. All letters must be signed to 
appear in the PostScripts. Thank You!

EDITOR INFO
Sara Taylor, Editor
E-Mail:  sadrat@sbcglobal.net
Phone:  630-287-5357

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS (ALR)
Director................................................................................. JIM LOONEY
Asst. Director................................................................. GREG SCHULDT
Treasurer.................................................................................. JIM MANN
Secretary..........................................................SHARON CHRISTENSON
Sgt-at-Arms.......................................................................TOM JACKSON
Chaplain........................................................................................... OPEN
Road Captain..................................................................... BUD SCHORR


